Management of the course and its surrounds
This document sets out to explain the rationale behind the management
of the environment of Hollinwell as a whole with specific reference to the
management of trees.
In 2011 a Course Policy Document, available for members on the club’s
website, was compiled in order to prevent captains or chair of greens
deviating from a clear strategy about the direction that the management
of the course should take. A great deal of thought, along with input from
expert advisers, took place in compiling this document. We continue to
act on the guidance of our experts who include Alistair Beggs, the R&A
agronomist who oversees our Final Open Qualifiers, our consultant
expert Gordon Irvine who is a Master Greenkeeper and Martin Ebert, an
International Golf Architect. The management of the environment is also
overseen by Sherwood Forest Trust, Natural England, the RSPB and
The Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust.
The introduction of The Course Policy Document warrants reproducing
here:
Notts. Golf Club is possibly the best example of a lowland heath golf
course in the UK. Twenty percent of the world’s lowland heath is in the
UK, but over 80% of British lowland heathland had been lost since 1800
– 17% in the last 50 years. The conditions associated with lowland
heath, namely dense heather and acidic grassland, support an
extraordinarily rich variety of wildlife including a 5000 species of
invertebrate.
In March 2010 Notts. GC entered into a plan with Natural England to
manage the course and this brings in revenue to help promote
biodiversity... Additionally, there is a Forestry Management plan where
the conifer woodland bordering the course, and enclosed copses within
the course, are being managed over a 25 year period...
Donald Steel (renowned golf course architect) composed a report in
1999 following an inspection of the course.
“It is full of character and demanding a high degree of cunning where
shot making skills are concerned. Hollinwell rewards the good and
punishes the bad, an essential requirement of a great course. The
natural character of the terrain is pleasantly undulating; however, the
landscape is becoming too enclosed to the detriment of play. There are
plenty of woodland courses but only one Hollinwell. Rejoice and keep it
that way.”

The course is being restored to its original principles through selective
tree removal, heather development and gorse management along with
the promotion of fine grasses. This strategy is regularly reviewed by the
greens committee with the help of specialist advisers and this is
implemented by the course manager and monitored by the club
manager.
It was long thought that many of the trees on the course were self-set.
However, examination of the archives and old photographs show that
this is not the case. Maps from Herman Moll in 1724, John Chapman
1774 (Figure 1 below), John Carey 1801 (Figure 2), Geo Sanderson
1836 (Figure 3) show that the area of Hollinwell was heathland and any
woodland was further east or north.

Figure 1 Map by John Chapman 1774
(the line down the middle is binding)

Figure 2 Map by John Carey 1801

Figure 3 Map by Geo Sanderson 1836

Photographs taken when the course opened in 1901, and for several
years afterwards, confirm that Hollinwell was heathland with very few
trees (Figures 4 – 10 below) with the exception of copses around the
ponds and to the right of the current 9th and 10th greens (Figures 11 and
12).

Figures 4 – 9 Views of Hollinwell taken 1901 to 1912

Figure 10. The 13th green in 1932

Figures 11 & 12 showing trees right of current 9th and 10th greens and
ponds that were present in the early 1900s
The oaks, copper beech and sweet chestnut trees that are now found at
Hollinwell can be aged using a formula that looks at their circumference
at 4ft height. Many are about 80 years old and the rest are younger. This
would fit in with the photographic evidence we have.
The archives show that on 8th October 1938 the minutes record: “To
purchase stakes and necessary wire netting for enclosing 1,100 trees
which were being given by the Dunrobin estate, Scotland” (see Figure
13 below). There is no mention before or after this item about planting of
trees in either the Green Committee or General Committee minutes.

Figure 13 Minutes of the Green Committee 8th October 1938
It seems that these trees were given by the Dunrobin estate, owned by
the 5th Duke of Sutherland (situated near Dornoch in Scotland). What
was the connection with Hollinwell?
The 7th Duke of Portland was the club captain in 1937 and it is possible
that his connection with the 5th Duke of Sutherland, the owner of the
Dunrobin estate, might have been responsible for this gift. The 7th Duke
of Portland and the 5th Duke of Sutherland were both Conservative
politicians and served under Stanley Baldwin. The 7th Duke of Portland
worked in the treasury and later on for the Joint Intelligence
Committee. The 5th Duke of Sutherland was Under-secretary of State
for Air and then Under-secretary of State for War. The 7th Duke of
Portland owned 118,000 acres in Caithness around Braemore and
Langwell, the former being less than 20 miles from the 5th Duke of
Sutherland’s estate. Therefore, they were two of a kind, both Dukes,
Conservatives and landowners with neighbouring estates.
So did the late 5th Duke of Sutherland give the trees to his friend, the 7th
Duke of Portland? That might seem likely, but a recent discovery makes
it possible that is not the only reason.
Thanks to the archivist for the Welbeck Estate it has been established
that Ivy Gordon-Lennox, Duchess of Portland and the wife of the
7th Duke of Portland had a maternal aunt who was Millicent LevesonGower, the Duchess of Sutherland. The Welbeck estate have several

photograph albums which show Ivy visiting them at Dunrobin Castle.
Ivy’s children, Anne and Victoria, were encouraged to play golf and there
are several photographs in the Welbeck collection of them as children
practising their golf swings. In any event, it was either the 5th Duke of
Sutherland or the Duchess, who were responsible for donating the trees.
In the early 1800s, Sir Charles Barry remodelled Dunrobin castle and its
gardens. There is a formal garden surrounded by woodland made up
mostly of oak with some horse and sweet chestnut, and a few copper
beech trees, amongst others - and very few, if any, Scots pine (Figure
14).

Figure 14. Dunrobin castle and some of its estate today.
There are also many broad-leaved trees also around Langwell House,
part of the 7th Duke of Portland’s estate in Scotland. The 5th Duke of
Sutherland was one of the wealthiest people in the country, (not that the
7th Duke of Portland was poor - he owned 43,000 acres at Welbeck,
London property, three collieries, one nine-hole golf course, the
Caithness estate, paintings and jewellery).
It is conjecture, but it seems likely, that the two Dukes thought that
planting trees at Hollinwell, bare heathland, would enhance its

appearance. This is remembering that the Sutherland estate and the
Welbeck estate had been landscaped with broad leaved trees. It was a
gift that could hardly have been refused by Notts. Golf Club or Tom
Williamson. It looks as though the idea was never discussed at
committee or proposed by Tom Williamson in writing. The only mention
in the club records is the request for posts and fencing to deal with the
trees already referred to. It wouldn’t have been the first time that a major
decision affecting the club never reached the committee for debate!
Phil Stain, the course manager, says: “This is very interesting, everyone
just assumes they (the trees) arrived naturally-to think that the majority
were planted is fascinating. I suppose at the time the open heath may
have been considered uninteresting. What’s also interesting is the
number of copper beech in the wood between 7, 8 and 15, they seem
quite out of place. It may be that they were planted to create that area of
woodland. The woodland has been invaded since by scrub birch (which
would have been native to the area) and oak. We’ve also removed some
significant sycamores from around the 8th well, quite unusual that they’re
only in that area. It all ties in with what you’ve found, there was a huge
specimen beech to the left of the 10th and we have a few isolated sweet
chestnuts, one on the 10th and the others around the 7th. We also had a
very large beech behind our new shed and another one on the track to
8A; most are single specimen trees which suggest they were planted
deliberately. It looks as if most of the planting may have been done
around the 7th, 8th and 15th, with individual trees planted across the rest
of the course, the oaks between 14th and 15th a classic example of
someone trying to separate fairways perhaps. The wood to the left of the
9th tees is also perfectly placed to block the view of the 9th as you play
14th. You could go on - the trees behind the 6th green and 7th tees, some
large oaks, perfectly separating the 7th from the 15th. Even the oak
behind 13th, like a full stop, to denote the end of one hole and the start of
the next, a small insight into how people were thinking at the time
perhaps. It all makes perfect sense.”
Neither Duke nor the Duchess may have fully appreciated the
repercussions of this generous gift, and the way in which, over the next
eighty years, it would start to transform a heathland course into a
parkland course. This is not an isolated example, as the amount of
heathland remaining in north Nottinghamshire is approximately 2% of
that recorded in 1887. The Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust estimates that
since 1927, 90% of heathland has been lost in Nottinghamshire and a
more recent report by Neil Glasson in February 2007 “Heathland loss in
Nottinghamshire since 1922” confirms this (*see two references at the

end). The reports recounts that “Heathland is an internationally
threatened habitat identified as a priority under European Law.” On this
basis, Sherwood Forest Trust, the National Wildlife Trust and the
Heathland Trust are working with Hollinwell to redress this situation and
increase the amount of heathland. This is being done primarily under the
Country Stewardship Scheme, although since Ian McLachlan raised this
issue within the club, the ethos of the club has been to restore the
heathland.
The heathland restoration at Hollinwell raises the question as to how far
the wide areas of fine grasses and heather should be reinstated. In
1947, aerial photographs show how much woodland was present at the
time (Figure 15), and this is supported by contemporaneous ordnance
survey maps. Photographs as recently as the late 1950s show few trees
(Figures 16 and 17). It would seem reasonable to try to return the area
of heathland to that of 1947 in order to support the wide variety of
species that would be supported by heathland, interspersed by some
trees. One pragmatic exception is the area on the north side of the
course where the Forestry Commission planted Scots Pine in the 1950s
- here Sherwood Forest Trust envisage that deciduous trees should
grow in their place when current planted trees are thinned out or die. A
major problem for the viability of the heather, as well as for course
maintenance, is the number of fallen oak leaves. Oak leaves are slow to
decompose and are ‘raked’ by the heather, collecting within it and
causing it to die back. Alistair Beggs, agronomist for the R&A, has gone
as far as to say that oak trees shouldn’t be on a heathland course. A
compromise might be that oak trees are allowed to grow within
woodland, such as the periphery of the course, and the woodland
present in 1947, but that those that were planted in 1938 to create a
parkland style of course should be removed over time. It is easy to
understand how some members find it difficult to reconcile recent talk of
the climate change emergency and the loss of rain forest in the Amazon
with tree removal on their golf course. It is a significant task to explain
the conservation reasons behind restoring heathland - and even then,
some opinions differ. This compilation of information is an attempt to
provide some facts to help discussion and decision making in this area.

Figure 15. 1947 aerial photographs with woodland highlighted

Figures 16 and 17. Hollinwell in 1959. 3rd green left, 18th green right.

Addendum:
Another possible connection, found by James Boon, is that HD Bright
who was Notts. Captain in 1932 was Captain of Royal Dornoch from
1945 to 1954. If HD Bright became captain of Royal Dornoch in 1945 he
would have been a presence in the area of Dornoch for some time.
However, what papers remain of the 5th Duke of Sutherland show that
he had an interest in fishing and deer hunting but there is no evidence
that he played golf.
A further twist is that in 1945 HD Bright suggested that Tom Williamson
would be prepared to give advice on a revised layout to the course at
Dornoch. After a little to and fro, Tom declined the journey to Dornoch

(he was 65 at the time.) The current layout at Royal Dornoch from just
after the war is credited to Robbie Grant who was the head greenkeeper
at Dornoch at the time. It might have enhanced Tom Williamson’s
reputation as a golf architect even more had Tom made the journey?
*http://www.nottsbag.org.uk/pdfs/LowlandheathlandHAP121011minusm
ap.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01426398708706218?jour
nalCode=clar20

