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Upbringing and Personality
In writing the life history of a professional golfer you
might have thought that it would start with their
golfing achievements, remarkable though they
were. However, Tom Williamson was not just a very
consistent golfer playing in the Open Championship
over fifty years, and in the top ten on six occasions.
Amongst other golfing feats, he was an innovator.
He designed over sixty courses and was the first
clubmaker to number irons. He was a man of
integrity who commanded huge respect and
engendered a feeling of warmth in everyone who
came into contact with him. He was a modest man
and whilst he wouldn't have written this text I hope
that he would have felt it did him justice.

Tom was born on 9 February 1880 in Grantham,
Lincolnshire about 110 miles north of London, best
known as the home of Margaret Thatcher, Britain's
first female Prime Minister. Tom's father, Edmund,
initially worked as a guard and then as a signalman
on the Great Northern Railway. Four years after
Tom was born, his father became station master at
Bulwell Forest Station for Great Northern Railway
company on the Leen Valley Line from Nottingham
to Shirebrook, just five miles north of Nottingham.

1889 The Williamson Family at Bulwell Station Left
to right back row: Edmund (father), Lilian (mother),
unknown, Tom. Front row: Hugh, Fanny, Edmund

Nottingham lies in the centre of England (red arrow
above) gaining its Royal Charter in 1155 and made
a City in 1897 with Bulwell lying five miles north of
its centre. Nottingham is known as the home of the
legendary Robin Hood and the Sheriff of
Nottingham. The castle, illustrated below, towered
over the area until Charles I raised the Royal
Standard there in 1642 starting the Civil War that
led to his execution and the destruction of many of
its walls.

Nottingham and its surrounding area is known
for its lacemaking, coal mining and its Royal
Forests which today are an ecological treasure
(Sherwood Forest.org).

Bulwell main street looking to market place (1900)
The Nottingham area had sixty seven coal mines
The move to Bulwell Station was to change the
lives of Tom Williamson and his family more than
they could ever have imagined.
At that time none of the family had had any contact
with golf which was then in its infancy in England.

Historical background
Golf started in Nottingham in 1864 when John
Doleman, a tailor from Musselburgh, took his clubs
for the 'then apparently daft-like amusement of
knocking a small ball about' at the 'Meadows'.
Nearby was the Wilford Ferry before a toll bridge,
the 'Halfpenny Bridge', was built and where Wilford
bridge now stands to take trams and pedestrians.
The rough, flat, nondescript piece of land of Queens
Walk recreation ground in the Meadows has since
largely been built on. John Doleman returned to
Aberdeen where he became one of the founders of
the Bon Accord Golf Club in 1872 and only returned
to Nottingham in 1885.

John Doleman
1891
(see appendix)

It was after 1885 that John Harris met John
Doleman and they played together. John Harris was
a teenager in 1864 at the time John Doleman first hit
a ball over the 'Meadows' and in 1870 Harris was
married and living in Glasgow and a member of St.
Andrews Thistle Club. The census showed him to be
in Kidderminster with three children between 1877
and 1880 and he moved to Nottingham in 1881 to
work as an architect.

The Meadows and the rebuilt castle on right (1820s)

John Harris is quoted in the 'Midland Golfer' as
saying that after he moved to Nottingham he tried to
set up a golf club but that it was only when the vicar
of St. James's church, the Rev. Hamilton Baynes
called on him, that progress was made. In an
account by the Right Rev. H Baynes reprinted in
'Golfing' magazine (A Golfing Bishop', 1904, p10)
"...I was at St. Andrews...I entered the shop of
Forgan, the golf clubmaker. In the course of
conversation with him I deplored the fact that we
had no golf, nor golfers in Nottingham." (His father
was Rev. JA Baynes, the first minister of Derby
Road Baptist Chapel) "But, replied Fogan, there
ought to be golf in Nottingham. There's another St.
Andrews man living there - a Mr. Harris, who knows
the the game".

John Harris
1890
(see appendix)

"So when I returned home, I sought Mr. Harris... and
found that, like myself, he was devoted to the
pastime. Thereafter we went together in quest of a
suitable place for practice. Aspley Hall was the best
course we were able to find; there we played for
several weeks. Aspley Hall was where Richard
Birkin, JP, lived a couple of miles west of the city."

Aspley Hall (red
arrow) was built for
monks in the 16th
century after the
dissolution of the
monasteries.

There was no golf course at Aspley Hall. It can be
surmised that they made their own tees and holes.
They were looking for somewhere to play and
they also tried the Forest Recreation ground, a
mile to the north of the city centre. Horse racing
and cricket took place there as well as football
with Nottingham Forest first playing there in 1865.
It is now where the Goose Fair, the largest fair in
Europe has been held annually since 1928 having
previously been in the market square since 1541.
See Appendix.

Forest Recreation Ground in the early 1900s

1887 Rev. AH
Baynes
Notts. Golf Club's
First Captain
(later Bishop and
Doctor of Divinity)
See Appendix for
more information
on the man - not
your ordinary
vicar
In 1887 a preliminary meeting took place to form
what was to become 'The Nottingham Golf Club' at
Reverend Bayne’s house at 4, Upper College Street.
There were only 30 golf clubs in England then.

On November 9th 1887
they then met at Mr R
Daft's house, a famous
Nottinghamshire and
England batsman,
in St. Peter's Square.
They formally formed the
Nottingham Golf Club and
decided to play at
Queen's Walk recreation
ground.

1883 Map of the recreation ground (red arrow)
next to Queen's Walk.

December 1887 The first competition was held at
Queen's walk but it was 'dull flat ground'
John Doleman shot 73 over 14 holes (2X7)
The article refers to 'Far and Sure', the motto of 'The
Royal Burgess Golfing Society', appearing on their
silver buttons in 1802. A poem of the same name by
Sheriff Logan appeared in the 1893 book 'Golf: A
Royal & Ancient game' by Robert Clark.

In December 1887 the Nottingham Golf Club moved
to Bulwell Common which is five miles north of the
centre of Nottingham and where competitions were
played over seven holes.
To put this into historical context in the same year
the red flag act allowed mechanical vehicles to
travel no faster than 4mph as long as they were
preceded by a man walking with a red flag.

Bulwell Forest by B Shipman Mid 19th Century
This painting hangs above the mantlepiece in the
dining room at Hollinwell

1887 Bulwell Forest 7 holes
1889 Bulwell Forest 6 holes played 3 times = 18
1891 Bulwell Forest nine holes
1893 Bulwell Forest fourteen holes
1894 Eighteen holes. Pavilion built of wire woven
paper for £500 and heated by a few fire grates.

A medal from 1893. Note 'Nottinghamshire Golf Club'.
The club started as the Nottingham Golf Club then
became the Nottinghamshire Golf Club before deciding
on Notts. Golf Club in 1893. This medal was found in
1984 and it became the base of the shield logo
developed in 1986 (see online book on the History of
Hollinwell and Notts. Golf Club for more detail)

Most of the members of the ‘Nottingham Golf Club’
travelled by train to the Bulwell course where Tom’s
father, Edmund, ran the station 100 yards away.
When the course opened at Bulwell, Edmund
Williamson allowed members to keep their clubs
under the stairs of the family house. Most people
had not come across golf in Nottingham, nor in
much of England at that time.

1896 Caddies and Pavillion. The stationmaster's
house is on the left where members clubs could be
stored until the pavilion opened in 1892.

John Doleman reminisced in an article in the
Nottingham Evening News (12.2.1904) "...the
porters and a lot of people gathered around them,
quite curious to know what they were and what they
were used for…(perhaps) they thought I was going
to hit someone on the head with them."

1887 John Doleman at Bulwell Forest

Lillian, Tom Williamson's mother, supplied tea and
sandwiches in the stationmaster’s house until the
pavilion opened in 1892. Tom's two sisters also
helped out and Tom cleaned members' clubs.
Later in 1899 Mrs Williamson's stipend became
ten shillings a week for cleaning the pavilion
including all rooms, lighting fires, dusting and
washing brushes, rooms dusted daily and 6 pence
for washing a dozen towels.

Bulwell Forest 1887

Tom Williamson, aged 7, had an unusual
introduction to golf. The following is an account of
the incident by Tom. “My first introduction to golf was
not the pleasantest, and one which I will never
forget, for it occurred at a time when I first saw a golf
ball struck. I was coming home from school, across
the common, before the golf course was made. I
saw two gentlemen, Mr John Doleman and Mr John
Harris, both Scotsmen and pioneers of golf in this
country, knocking a ball over some clear ground, and
after the latter had struck the ball, I ran after it and
brought it back with great glee. Much to my surprise,
instead of receiving thanks he took me by the ear
and made me place the ball at the spot at which I
had picked it up. To make matters worse, after
receiving a scolding from him, a little later in the day
John Harris saw me with my father, and, recognising
me he told my father of the foolish things I had done,
and I received a further reprimand of a much more
painful character from my father. I have never picked
up another ball since! A few days later I caddied for
Mr Harris and we became lifelong friends”.

“In those days there were no such things as sand
boxes, hole tins, caddie bags, etc. and caddies had
to carry wet sand in their pockets (they often teed up
the ball for their player as well). Those players
without caddies had to take a pinch of sand out of
the hole on the putting green, and sometimes the
holes became quite a foot deep." Tom initially played
golf with gorse branches he shaped like a club.
He was the first caddie in Nottinghamshire, and he
carried three or four clubs’ underarm for 2 pence per
round (7.7.42 'Nottingham Journal').

1897 Bulwell Forest 9th tee

The clubhouse at Bulwell Forest 1889
At 14 years old he had collected a few old clubs
and he joined the Artisan’s club which was
founded by his father. Although he won the first
gold medal in 1895, presented to the club by
Weston FM Webb (to be awarded to the first
Artisan to win both the spring and autumn meeting
in the same year), he said that he didn’t expect to
become a professional golfer.

Bulwell Forest in the late 1890s
He intended to work on the railway but then failed
the sight test and was returned to school. He was
then directed toward the lace trade by one of the
members. Poor health when he tried the lace
industry deterred him from following the trade.
Whilst convalescing he played golf.
His poor eyesight is a mystery as no picture exists
with him wearing them. He said "I never saw a ball
drop, but that doesn't matter - I know where it is."

It is likely that he was short sighted as his manual
work making clubs was very detailed.
The concept of becoming a professional golfer in
England at that time hardly entered anyone's
consciousness. In England in the late half of the
1800s golf was an unusual pastime having started in
Blackheath, North Devon and Manchester and in
some less burgeoning courses in Birmingham,
Malvern and Southampton*. Most clubs employed
'custodians of the green' and club making, teaching
and playing were very much peripheral concerns. In
1866 Blackheath engaged William and James Dunn
to look after the course, as did Alnmouth employ
Mungo Park (brother of Willie Park) in 1877. Royal
North Devon, Blackheath and Hoylake went on to
employ a series of professionals and clubmakers
from 1866, 1868 and 1869 respectively but this was
unusual. In the Midlands, Whittington Heath, next to
the barracks, had a few holes in 1886 but their first
professional was only appointed in 1905.
*(see 'Social Links' by Donald Cameron,
MPG Books Group 2010)

In 1890 and 1891 Notts. Golf Club engaged Walker
of St. Andrews for one-month spells to coach and
he was paid 1s 6d per round. In 1893 Mr Milne of
Montrose did the same and was paid 15 shillings a
week, 1 shilling a round, plus any profit from club
making. In 1895 John Herd Jr. of St. Andrews
received 20 shillings a week for three months.
Therefore the prospects for a professional golfer
were uncertain. What led Tom to be sent to North
Berwick at the age of fifteen to learn club-making at
JH Hutchison’s shop? Tom's father had become
interested in golf and was a leading light in the
Artisan's club. In sending his son to North Berwick
to learn club making he might have perceived a gap
in the market or perhaps done so out of not knowing
what else Tom should do.

North
Berwick
in 1888

The decision proved to be inspired because whilst
there were established workshops at St. Andrews,
Musselburgh, Bruntsfield, Earlsferry and Leven at
North Berwick Tom also received a broad training
that included many aspects of green keeping and
golf tuition. Hutchison had a great influence on
Tom, not only in teaching him his trade but
Hutchison was also an innovator working on the
development of new clubs such as the hammer
headed club, although it never saw full production.

1879 The first green at North Berwick with
the roof of the workshop far right

JH Hutchison (photograph below) played in the
Open Championship in 1866 at Prestwick and
finished twelfth. In 1881 he was appointed club
maker to the Honourable Company of Edinburgh
Golfers and was granted several patents. He then
lived in the Golf House next to Bruntsfield Club
House on Musselburgh links. In 1889 he moved to
63 Westgate, North Berwick and Sir Walter
Hamilton Dalrymple the local land-owner
constructed a club makers workshop beside the first
tee which had lockers for rent. The building was
extended in 1896 (Pro's Shop) where over thirty
apprentices were trained including Tom Williamson,
Arnaud Massy (Biarritz GC) and Open Champion
1907, Edward and Herbert Fitzjohn (Mohawk GC),
Robert Johnstone (Seattle GC) and Alex McLaren,
recognised today as a pioneer of golf in Australia.
Hutchison's reference for Tom
suggests that they got on well
and he could see that Tom
had potential (see next two
pages as well as appendix for
more on Hutchison).

Tom Williamson had a good reference from JH Hutchison
please see next page for the telling transcript

1896 Reference for Tom Williamson by
JH Hutchison, clubmaker

I have very much pleasure in giving this
testimonial to Mr Tom Williamson who was sent by
his father to my shop to get a further insight into
the business of golf club making of which he had
a pretty fair idea before coming to me, during the
several months which he has wrought with me he
has proved himself a very apt pupil indeed making
rapid and satisfactory progress in all the branches
and is now able without assistance to turn out a
very fair club indeed and might with any little more
practice take a journeyman’s situation in any
workshop as a clubmaker he does jobbing rapidly
and tastefully also he is of a very obliging
disposition particularly polite a good manner good
personal appearance a very good golfer, likewise
coach, knows the work to be done on the green
thoroughly and I should consider his services
fortunate as I am confident he will prove a faithful
steady and honest servant as he has been under
my eye both in my shop and my dwelling house
for a considerable time and I have never found
him otherwise than what a father would like his
son to be.
JH Hutchison 22nd February 1896

Tom aged 16 returned from North
Berwick to Bulwell

On 26th February 1896 it was suggested at
committee that Tom be employed for ten shillings a
week, but this was rejected. It is likely that Tom's
father was influential in this suggestion being put
forward given that he was captain of the Artisans'
Club and had looked after members clubs in his
house until the pavilion was built.

Bulwell Forest 15th tee and Nic's Dale
from British Golf Links by Horace Hutchinson 1897

At the end of the April 1896 Tom wrote to ask if he
could be a club maker with his wages to be decided
by the committee. At sixteen years old Tom was
engaged on trial as the club professional to Notts.
Golf Club on 5 shillings a week and he was never
formally asked to stay.
His letter of instruction included:
1. He should be at the service of any member to
play with them at a charge of 1sh 6p a round.
2. He should take charge of the clubhouse and be
responsible for its safety.
3. He should manage the caddies and the caddie
shelter.
4. He should conduct the medal days.
5. He should assist in keeping the course and
greens in order giving your services upon them for 8
hours a week.
6. You should take profits from making, mending
and selling clubs and balls.
7. I want to make it quite clear that the engagement
is temporary.

"Of course, it may eventually become of a more
permanent nature, but for the present you must be
good enough to understand that it is only temporary
and experimental, and the committee will feel
themselves at liberty to determine it at any time."

Copy of the letter sent to Tom on 1st April 1896
minuted at the committee meeting 6th May 1896

He must have made a good impression because
soon he had a workshop for club making (see
above). Before long he also received fifteen
shillings a week and one shilling and sixpence for
a teaching round.
In 1897 he played in his first Open Championship
at Hoylake and fifty years later he would play there
again in his last Open.
Members encouraged him and asked him to join
them in team matches, perhaps they had ulterior
motives being certain of one win for their team!

1900 Tom Williamson aged 20

Tom was devoted to his mother, Lilian, who was a
Methodist and later on in life Tom went on to
become secretary and trustee of Bulwell Methodist
Church for 30 years.
On his mother’s death bed, he promised her that he
would not work on the sabbath or drink beer or
whisky until he was sixty years old. In his sixties he
said, “I am past being tempted now”!

1900 Bulwell Forest Clubhouse. Tom on the right,
he doesn't seem keen on posing for the camera!

With this strict religious upbringing you might have
thought that he would be austere or humourless, but
this couldn’t be further from the truth. Whilst he was
quiet and reserved, particularly in his twenties, he
enjoyed the company of others, as they did him.
He wore a cap from the age of seven and he was
rarely seen without it and later on with a cigarette
hanging out of his mouth!
He was a compassionate person. For example he
employed C Pilkington who was deaf and unable to
speak for over 40 years as a workman and caddie
(right).

1890 Frying-pan and Salter's Hill at Bulwell Forest
from British Golf Links by Horace Hutchinson 1897

Bulwell Plateau green and bunker
(Is it John Doleman playing out of the the bunker?)

1900 Green staff at Bulwell Forest
Apart from giving lessons and making clubs he was
also in charge of the green staff and oversaw them
for the next fifty years submitting detailed reports
and requests to the green committee. His training in
North Berwick had included the management of the
green and this put him in good stead. Both Bulwell
and Hollinwell had fine grasses on sandy heathland
similar to the grasses on the links JH Hutchison had
trained him on.

In 1898 he was put in charge of the caddies as they
had been in revolt about their pay and torn up the
flags when he was away in Scotland. Their numbers
increased and the next year it was decided that a
separate caddie master was needed. By 1935
sixteen thousand caddie tickets were issued
annually. Tom stepped in when there wasn't a caddie
master, mainly during the war years. 1901 was a
busy year for Tom because the club move to
Hollinwell but he married Charlotte Brooksby.

23rd March 1901 Marriage of Tom
Williamson and Charlotte Brooksby

Tom Williamson 1901 Census
This census shows Tom, age 21, was listed as a
golf professional and that he was married to
Charlotte aged 23. Notts. Golf Club gave Charlotte a
lockable purse on her wedding day (below). They
lived at No. 43 Henrietta Street, Bulwell (see next
page). Dr Neilson, a Notts member, was the Bulwell
doctor who attended Mrs Williamson when she gave
birth to their son Fred on 12.2.1903.

43, Henrietta Street, Bulwell today (red arrow below)
1901 Map with the course marked by a blue arrow

Tom settled in well at Bulwell Forest with
responsibilities for the greens, club making, teaching
and he also played at the highest level. However,
circumstances were to change as the cramped
ground at Bulwell was not only being impinged upon
by a new railway line (MS&L soon to become the
Grand Central and ironically to take passengers to
Hollinwell), and was used by cricketers and walkers,
but the council who owned the ground considered it
a suitable site for a cemetery.
This led Notts. Golf Club to look for another site, and
what a spectacular area of land they found in Kirkby
forest and the bleak and barren hills of Annesley
“admirably varied in character” (see section on
Hollinwell page 125). At the age of twenty one he
was to move with the club to Hollinwell where he
would spend the next forty nine years, all done with
good humour.

1905 Tom Williamson

Clubmaker
Tom Williamson has now gained a reputation for
making excellent clubs with hickory shafts, calf grips
and Stewart iron heads and at the time he received
favourable comments in ‘Golfing'.
He was the first golf professional to number iron
clubs doing so around 1906. At first he used the old
name (eg. Niblick) as well as a number and later on
used solely the number.

1921 Tom Williamson's workshop at Hollinwell

In ''Golf Illustrated' 22.8.1899 it reports "His latest
pattern for driver head is a model of neatness and
finish; and repairs entrusted to him are executed
with unusual care and efficiency."

Embossing of Clubs
The markings he made on clubs varied starting with
'Tom Williamson Nottingham' when he was at
Bulwell Forest. Soon after 1901 he founded the
Stadium Golf Manufacturing Company in London
with his brother Hugh and manager, Jimmie Ross.
They used an anchor with a ‘S’ superimposed on it
as a trademark.
They started to number clubs around 1906 and used
a lighter metal for the socket – often an aluminium
alloy with the blade made of mild steel and these
were riveted together. The company ceased to
operate in 1929, in part because of the depression.
Some of his clubs were then stamped with Tom
Williamson Hollinwell or just Tom Williamson.
Hugh continued to have his name and 'Parkstone
Professional' embossed until he was in his 60s.

The list below shows how Tom Williamson
embossed his clubs over the years.
His name was in a central position and through the
years his clubs were also stamped:
1896 - 1901
Nottingham
After 1901- 1929
Hollinwell
Notts Golf Club + Old name (Eg. Niblick)
Notts Golf Club + Old name + S&anchor
Notts Golf Club + Old name + S&anchor + number
Notts Golf Club + Old name + number
No Golf Club name + Old name + number
After 1929
Notts Golf Club + number
Hollinwell + number

Hollinwell holds many fine examples of his work,
particularly in ‘Tom’s Room’ on the first floor of the
clubhouse dedicated to him.
1901 The gutty ball was the most commonly used
ball.
1902 The Haskell ball was used by the scratch cup
winner on a course 5,500 yards long. This altered
the game and, more importantly, courses had to be
lengthened as a result.

A Haskell ball consisted of rubber thread wrapped
around a solid rubber core. In 1901 the Haskell
Golf Ball Company was established in Ohio.

Original name

Current name

Driver

Driver

Brassie

No. 2 or 3 wood

Spoon

No. 5 wood

Baffy

No. 7 wood
Tom Williamson’s numbers of irons

Driving iron

No. 1 iron

Cleek

No. 2 iron

Mid Mashie

No. 3 iron

Mashie

No. 5 iron

Spade Mashie

No. 6 iron

Mashie-niblick

No. 7 iron

Niblick

No. 9 iron

Jigger (very lofted)
Putter (no change)

Examples of Tom Williamson's clubs
1896 - 1901
Embossed 'Tom Williamson Nottingham'

Spade

The number 4 was probably added later

1901- 1929
Hollinwell

Notts Golf Club + Old name + S&anchor

Post 1901 Niblick (Stadium)
Notts Golf Club + Old name (Eg. Niblick)

Note misspelling of Mashie

Notts Golf Club + Old name

Notts Golf Club + Old name + S&anchor + number

Mashie (Stadium) after 1906
one of the first numbered irons

No Golf Club name + Old name + number

Spade Mashie also numbered 6

Notts Golf Club + Old name + number

Mashie also numbered 5

1929 - Notts Golf Club +

1 iron

Hollinwell + number

3 iron

2.5.1921 'Nottingham Guardian'
Describes Tom Williamson’s putting machine with a
rail controlling the path of the putter. It is uncertain
how many were produced.

Set of Tom Williamson Notts.
GC “Demon” irons c1930

1905 invoice from Tom Williamson before he
started numbering clubs. Note 'Expert Green
Keeper', deep faced mashies and balls re-made!

Innovator
The preceding chapter has described how, with his
brother Hugh, they were the first to number irons.
He developed a putting aid with a rail that received
some attention in the press although no example is
know to exist today.
He also experimented with score cards putting a
course plan on the reverse side in the early 1930s.

1933 Reverse of scorecard
Tom's idea for the 'Strokesaver' of its day

1930 Yorkshire
Evening Post
article describing
the 'new' scorecard

Golf course maps go back as far as 1821 when the
'Plan of Pilmoor Links' had a map of the original
course at St. Andrews. In 1889 an edition of The
Rules of Golf also included a map of St. Andrews
and there were other versions with maps along with
tables of distances. Whether any of them were
produced as a pocket guide for use whilst playing is
highly debatable. In 1907 there was a course
planner for use on the course at Walton Heath.
Tom's was the first to place a course planner on the
reverse side of a score card. Tom's didn't catch on,
probably because it included too much information in
such a small space and the long sighted would have
needed reading glasses! Yardage books were
started by Deane Beman and he showed Jack
Nicklaus how to use them in 1961.

The next chapter describes the sixty courses he
designed or significantly altered. Tom used
plasticine, only invented in 1897 by William Harbutt,
an art teacher near Bath, to help him shape holes
and arrange hazards. Tom's son Fred said that the
kitchen table was often covered with plasticine.
William Harbutt
1844-1921
Artist who invented
Plasticine

He oversaw the green staff for fifty years and
there are examples of him experimenting with
different chemicals to deter worms such as
potassium permanganate or charcoal, however
neither remained in use so they probably didn't
work.

1910 Tom Williamson
He served the club for 54 years as the senior
professional, a record second only to Jack Rowe
who was the professional at Royal Ashdown Forest
for 55 years (1892 to 1947).

Course Designer
Tom Williamson designed over sixty courses and by
1919 he had designed, or made recommendations,
to every course within 50 miles of Nottingham at that
time. Those he designed in the Midlands are
numbered below and later on listed in alphabetical
order with those elsewhere shown on the next page.
Note that most were within an
hour by train from Hollinwell
11
18

40
34

59

14

Sheffield

33

17
61
64
62 54
7
26 58
57
Mansfield
1
10
63
53
60
22
43
52 5
19
48
158 Nottingham
2
25 32
31
3
Derby
45
12
13
6
37
27
23 35
56 39
49
Leicester
20
16
30
Birmingham
21
Northampton

55

.

Lincoln

.

LINCOLNSHIRE
42
44

51
36
Wellingborough

24
41

29
Newark

4

46
38

.
47

.

Nottingham

50

9

28

55

Courses designed outside the Midlands
(9) Coombe Wood, (28) Mullion, (47) Tidworth,
(50) West Runton, (55) Zurich Golf & Country Club
and another in Cornwall possibly Penzance
(Nottingham Evening Post 4th April 1950 says Penzance
but their website says F Whiting their professional).

Courses numbered and in alphabetical order:
(1) Ashover (1905)
(2) Ashbourne Hall (1909)
(3) Beeston Fields (1923)

1910 Players at the opening match at Bulwell Hall
(4) Belton Park (1918)
(5) Bulwell Hall (1910)
(6) Burton-on-Trent (1907 on move to Bretby 1913
Harry Colt opened an area of woodland)
(7) Buxton and High Peaks
(8) Chilwell Manor (1906)
(9) Coombe Wood (1904)
(10) Coxmoor (1929 second 9 holes then Tom and
Len White designed the new course at Coxmoor in
1934 when more land was bought)

1923 The Opening of Beeston Fields Golf Club
(11) Crompton and Royton (1906)
(12) Derbyshire 1892 moved in 1898. In 1909 Tom
laid out the course and again in 1930
(13) Donington Park
(14) Elsham (1930) paid £10 guineas
(15) Erewash (1907 and 1923)
(16) Edgbaston (1910 old course at Tennal Hall
Farm, Harborne)
(17) High Peaks

(18) Hillsborough (1919)
(19) Kedleston Hall (after 1919)
(20) Kibworth
(21) Ladbrook Hall now Park (1908)
(22) Leek (1923)
(23) Longcliffe (1906)

1919 Hillsborough
Tom Williamson, TS Sykes and GH Harrison

(24) Louth (1900 moved to another site in 1965
(25) Mapperley (1907) the original 9 holes when it
was known as ‘St Andrews Golf Institute’
(26) Matlock (1906 High Peak News' 16.6.1906 then
official opening in 1907)
(27) Melton Mowbray
(28) Mullion in Cornwall
(29) Newark (1902) to improve a six hole course at
Hawton and then a new 18 holes at Kelwick (1934)
(30) Nuneaton (1908)
(31) Ockbrook Golf Club 1907
(32) Radcliffe-on-Trent (1909) paid £25

1909 Tom Williamson putting at Radcliffe-on-Trent

(33) Retford (1920)
(34) Phoenix GC Sheffield 1932 (firm of Peech and
Tozer) 9 holes were extended to 14 in 1935. In 1952 it
moved to Brinsworth – designed by Ken Cotton.
(35) Rothley Park (1911)
(36) Rushden (1920) £5.50 and expenses.
(37) Rushcliﬀe (1910)
(38) Sandilands (records lost on flood)
(39) Scraptoft (1930)
(40) Serlby Park, Retford
(41) Skegness (minature)

Retford (1924) Arthur Havers, the Open
Champion at the time in an exhibtion match

(42) Sleaford (1906 and extension 1911)
(43) Southwell 1911 nine holes. It was ploughed up
in 1940. The current club formed in 1993.
(44) Spalding (Surfleet before) nine holes extended
by Tom in 1907. It lost its tenancy to 9 holes after the
second World War and changes in the ownership of
land resulted in a move away from his design.

1909 Sleaford Exhibition match. From left 5th
G Duncan, 6th F Robson, 7th Tom Williamson

(45) Stanton-on the Wold (1906 9 holes, 1927 18
holes)
(46) Sutton-on-Sea (1904)
(47) Tidworth
(48) Trentham
(49) Wellingborough (having been designed by
Tom Morris in 1893) in 1923 Tom advised the
course was on an unsatisfactory site and
outlined nine shortcomings that made it
undesirable (too many blind drives, weak start,
poor road, wet, furnaces nearby...). The land was
sold and the course relocated under his
direction. 1975 the club moved to Harrowden
Hall.
(50) West Runton 1903 by JH Taylor and Tom
Williamson revised it later.
(51) Willesley Park (expanded 1926)
(52) Wollaton Hall 1927. Tom received £150
guineas. (Edmund was the foreman for the work
and became the professional).

Left to Right T Williamson, JH Taylor, H Vardon
ER Whitcombe. Wollaton exhibition match 1927
(53) Wolstanton GC 1904 9 holes. In 1925 it was
extended to 18 holes and Tom advised.
(54) Worksop (1910)
(55) Zurich Golf & Country Club (1929) see below

Extensions and alterations
(4) Belton Park after 1st and 2nd world wars
(56) Birstall
(17) High Peaks
(6) Burton-on-Trent (approx 1922)
(7) Cavendish
(57) Chatsworth
(58) Chesterfield (laid out original 9 at Somersall)
(8) Chilwell Manor
(15) Erewash Valley
(59) Grimsby (1924 extended to 18 holes)
(60) Hollinwell
(19) Kedleston Hall
(61) Lees Hall (alterations 1923)
(31) Ockbrook
(32) Radciffe-on-Trent
(62) Renishaw
(63) Sherwood Forest
(64) Sickleholme
(50) West Runton
7.3.1921 Nottingham Guardian says he had laid out
two courses in Cornwall. One was Mullion the other
is unknown (4.4.1950 The Nottingham Evening Post
mentions Penzance but the club has no record).

Tom Williamson's contribution to the
course layout at Hollinwell
Willie Park Junior designed the ‘Original course’
at Hollinwell in the same year he designed
Sunningdale Old. He was also the architect for
Maidstone (Long Island) and Olympia Fields
(Chicago) amongst others. It was only 5,500
yards long.

2.11.1901 'Nottingham Evening Post' article
about the 'Original' course at Hollinwell
There have effectively been three layouts of
the course at Hollinwell. The first in November
1901 was the 'Original' course only recently
rediscovered in the archives of the British Library.

1901 The 'Original' course at Hollinwell

designed by Willie Park Jr.
Almost immediately alterations took place because
of the introduction of the Haskell ball and from 1902
until 1905 JH Taylor and Tom Williamson were
charged with adjusting the original layout.
This resulted in what has been named the 'Old'
course that lasted until 1912. Then more land to the
west was obtained and three new starting holes
were introduced and several alterations to the rest
produced the 'New' course in 1913.

1905 The 'Old' course at Hollinwell
By approximately 1905 the work advised by
Williamson and Taylor was completed. The Green
Committee thought that the work ‘has been most
satisfactory’ under the supervision of Tom
Williamson.
These measures extended the course to 6,090
yards, equal to any championship course at the
time.

In 1910 Tom Williamson was asked his opinion
about the course and he said that the course lacked
length, particularly in its second half, with a very
poor 17th hole. The club then managed to lease the
land to the west of the course from the Ecclesiastical
Commission for £29 1s per annum and this led to
the footprint of the course today.

1913 The 'New' course
In 1912 Tom Williamson added three new holes to
the west and also revamped many of the remaining
ones. These three new holes came into play in
December 1912 in part with redundant turf from the
‘original’ 15th and 16th holes. The ‘New’ course
then took form.

February 1913 'Birmingham Golfer'
"Williamson claims that the course (Hollinwell)
would be rendered less fatiguing by lessening the
amount of climbing, now generally admitted to be
an undesirable feature at Hollinwell (this refers to
the old 14, 15 and 17 holes). The re-arrangement
would also cause the playing holes which run
parallel, and are in too close proximity to each
other, to be discontinued; the distance on the
outward and inward halves respectively would be
more equal than as at present, and two separate
starting points, both close to the clubhouse would
be formed. A fifteen-hole game could therefore be
arranged when time was limited. All blind drives are
practically eliminated, and the length of the course
would be increased by about 150 yards, the bogey
being, 39 and 40, instead of 40 and 38 now in
operation. "

1914 New 1st tee
In his dissertation on Tom Williamson, Steve G
Marnoch, Golf Course Architect said:
"He constantly adapts and updates the course to
accommodate new styles, trends and problems, ie
greater length, increased wear, tightening of greens
by re-bunkering, removing now redundant fairway
bunkers. Softening the traditional sharper features
to produce smoother, easier maintainable slopes
and extending and forming new tees to spread wear
and easy contouring of greens to bring more hole
positions into play."

"After Tom Williamson and JH Taylor's alterations
Hollinwell featured as one of the top Players' British
Courses and was likened to Sunningdale with its
sweeping undulations.
Over the following years Tom Williamson was
methodical and adapted the course to react to
length with equipment changes to create one of the
best inland courses in the United Kingdom."

The name 'Original' has been adopted for the 1901
course because it was only in 2019 that it was
rediscovered by the author through the archives of
the British Library and the 2.11.1901 'Nottingham
Evening Post' article. Before then it was thought
that there were only the 'Old' (pre 1912) and
'New' (post 1913) courses and they have historically
been referred to using those terms so these names
have been kept to avoid confusion.

Course Architect
Tom's impact on golf architecture at the time was
considerable although localised (Steve Marnoch,
Golf Course Architect dissertation 1990). He never
published his thoughts even though he had a clear
understanding of the concept of blending holes
unobtrusively into the terrain. There are accounts
about how he could clearly visualise every hole he
had designed. He was, as has been shown in the
text, involved in many other areas of golf and whilst
design was an important part of his life, his priorities
were apportioned between, design, playing,
overseeing the green and members. Whilst he left
no clear text the courses he designed are testament
to his skill. For example the second at Hollinwell,
which is cited as an example of grade 'A'
architecture. "A stout uphill dog-leg left 2nd hole.
Playing 462 yards from the championship tees the
hole requires a high quality tee shot — marrying
sufficient length and wherewithal to shape the shot
accordingly. The hole features a fairway that
reverses camber.
(https://www.golfcontentnetwork.com/travel/
england/notts-golf-club-nottingham-england-hole-2/)

"A series of bunkers on the left side must be
avoided. Those who possess superior length can
play a more daring shot off the tee but that line of
attack mandates an even higher level of execution.
The view for your second shot is dominated by
views of ’Robin Hood’s Chair’ which guards the left
side of the hole and the green sits below large
banks and towering pine trees. The second shot
needs to favour the left side as it falls from left to
right and a large bunker catches anything straying
to the right. You will never be disappointed with a
par-4 on this hole, especially coming so early on in
the round.”

2nd hole: 462 yards par 4

"The 2nd at Notts is like an honest judge — no
bribes permitted. Be ready to present your case
with top tier execution — otherwise the verdict you
receive will be swift and utterly certain justice."
The 11th hole has appeared as one of the 18
'Eclectic' holes in the UK:
(see: https://thefriedegg.com/eclectic-18-uk-nottshollinwell/) "The hole chases up a narrow valley,
shimmying between bulging landforms. The
heather- and gorse- clad slopes snare tee shots of
poorly executed line and length."

11th hole: 360 yards uphill par 4

"Offset

from the fairway and following the valley to

the righty, the green can be seen best after a drive
that has gone bravely long and left. However, as
three deep bunkers push against the lefty side of
the green you might prefer the semi-blind approach
from the right. The fairway remains fairly skinny
throughout, though, so I suspect anywhere on the
springy short turf will suffice. For those pressing
from a bad-lie, a central pot short of the green will
come into play. But beyond its strategic virtues, the
11th is just pretty, particularly when the hillsides are
in bloom."
The 13th hole has been voted one of the top 100
holes in the World by Golf World and Today's Golfer
over the last four decades.

13th hole: 241 yards par 3

The 15th hole is 439 yards par 4 is a stern test
as after a dip it plays up to a small raised green.

The 18th hole is one of the finest and most
challenging finishing holes in golf. At 460 yards
this par four often plays into a wind from the
right.

Keeper of the Green
There were very few 'Professionals' appointed in
England when Tom took up his post in 1897. Most
appointees primary task was to look after the course
with clubmaking and teaching being secondary. Tom
was unusual in this respect but he was also
appointed as head keeper of the green for Notts.
Golf Club. This was not a nominal position as
minutes of greens meeting show. His letter of
‘temporary engagement’ said that he “should assist
in keeping the course and greens in order giving
your services upon them for 8 hours a week”. There
were no tractors then.
The minutes of the greens meetings show him to
have been both thorough and progressive. His
written reports to the committee were extensive. He
was often present at these meetings.
An example of the way his input was received is
recorded in the minutes of 10th February 1914
(see next page).

"A report was submitted from Tom Williamson, dated
7th giving particulars of further work, beyond upkeep, which he considers necessary on the course
within the year and contains an estimate of the years
expenditure on the course amounting to £500. This
report is annexed hereto. It was resolved that Tom's
estimate of the years expenditure be approved and
that he be asked to work to it. "It included new 2nd
and 16th greens, bunkers on the 6th to catch a
second shot, one for a pulled drive on 12 and one
for a second shot on the 17th. Alteration to the
bunker catching the second shot on 7 so that a ball
lying in it is playable. That Ladies tees be made for
the 16th and 18th holes.
In the April meeting of that year he suggested a
bunker on either side of the approach to the 13th
green and that the right hand bunker to catch a tee
shot on the 16th hole be extended into the rough
and an additional bunker made beyond this in the
rough.

Chronology
1901 After the move to Hollinwell a 'No.1
greenkeeper', Mr Steeden was appointed. He
worked under Tom Williamson, as all greenkeepers
did, until 1950.
1902 Boys picked up stones on the course. There
were 6 greenkeepers and the ‘Green men’ were
asked to work 54 hours a week. A turf nursery was
started. The road was made of clinkers. Permission
was sought and granted to dam the stream and
increase the area of the pond. Rabbits were a huge
problem.
One hundred and twenty sheep were placed on the
course (2d received per sheep). Members were
requested to remove stones from the course. After a
year of discussion, a horse was purchased to help
pull heavy machinery and rollers. In the same year
the Green Committee "...resolved to spend £100 on
bunkers whose placement was recommended by JH
Taylor, sensitive to the work done by Willie Park Jr.
Members were asked…that the men constructing
the bunkers be not interfered with. That they carry
the balls beyond the workmen”.

The Green Committee thought that the work
under the supervision of Tom Williamson ‘has
been most satisfactory’. Ladies tees were
constructed.
1904 Only 60 sheep had been available over the
winter, not enough to deal with all the long
grass. There was a lot of discussion whether
some grass should be burnt but it was decided
not to. Later a local farmer was engaged to help.
Two tons of dissolved bones were placed
throughout the course along with ‘good farm
manure’.
9.3.1904 "…the making of 2 holes at the foot of
the hill to be accepted and that the present 15th
and 16th holes be kept in good condition until
the committee are of the opinion they should be
abandoned."
1904 New Ladies tees were built.

In 1905 Green minutes: “The professional be
instructed to lift with a fork to allow moisture to
permeate quicker”. A curling pond was created. The
original 15th and 16th greens (running along the
plateau of Moseley hills) were taken out of play as
they had been damaged by dry weather. It was
agreed to try and keep them up in case they could
be used in future. Fifty-six tons of ‘street sweepings’
or manure were placed on the course on a bed of
loamy soil.
1906 Tom Williamson suggested replacing the 4th
green (moved in 1905 and current end of 6th), and
also move the 9th (approximate where the current
13th is but it was played from where the halfway
house is now), 7th (current 15th), 8th (current right
of 14th), restructure 11th (current 10th), 12th
(current 11th), and 13th (current 12th).
In 1907 Charcoal was tried on a green as a worm
killer (repeated in 1909 – no report on whether it
was effective or not). Bamboo was purchased for
brushing the greens. Sand was applied to the
‘heaviest’ greens with ‘care and moderation’.

1908 The course was dressed using 100 tons of
manure and loam and two applications of leaf mould
(repeated for many years). At least sixty but
preferably about one hundred sheep grazed the
course to keep the grass down. The term ‘course’
was used for what we call ‘fairways’ today.
1909 Abandoned the upkeep of the previous 15th
and 16th greens.
1910 Bernard Darwin wrote "The ball starts its career
from the first tee a snowy white soon passing through a
series of greys until it is coal black unless its
complexion is renewed by the use of a sponge" (coal
dust in the air coated the fairways as well as turning
the buildings black).
1912 By May the new holes were being inspected. Turf
from around the original 15th and 16th greens (current
17th fairway past drive bunkers) were used for the new
first three greens. Sleepers were placed across the
large sand scrape on the old 7th hole (now a dip in the
fairway in the current 15th hole).

1914 With the outbreak of war only Mr Poole aged 48,
King 58 and Billy 60, remained and they were made
available for the war effort with hay and corn harvests
during the 1st World War.
Tom worked 44 hours a week for 6d an hour at Hyson
Green Munitions factory making delicate navigation
machinery for the Navy. On top of this he attended to
his duties at Hollinwell on Thursday afternoons and
Saturdays. Remembering that Tom had promised his
mother that he would never work on Sundays it would
have meant that he would have had to work some very
long days at the factory. It was reported in

'Professional Golfer' that he had difficulty being
released from this job at the end of the war.
Tom continued to produce reports for the committee
that were detailed and included information such as
the flag poles being painted, clover eradicated, cess
pool emptied, mole traps attended to, hope to keep
the course brush harrowed, finish burning of the
course…

1915 Tom was authorised to purchase a new small
mowing machine. Horse and man power were the
only source of power until 1928.

In 1923 he first mentioned fungus on the greens. It
is interesting that there was none mentioned before
then. It is pure conjecture, but fine grasses only
tend to suffer from fusarium when they have been
stressed by cutting them often or low, and when
their environment is conducive such as when they
have been fed with a nitrogen rich feed, and when it
is moist and cool. It might have been that in the
preceding years the natural environment had been
enriched enough to make the grasses susceptible
fungal disease.

1927 Six caddies were engaged to weed dandelions.

Tom requested a mole catcher from the Newstead
Estate.
1928 Authorised to buy a tractor. Tom interviewed
Tasker, the rabbit catcher, and ‘satisfactory
arrangements were made’.
1930 Made a new path on the 13th hole. Fill in ruts
etc. on motor park with ashes. Level banks of old
disused bunker right of No. 7 fairway.

1932 Second green

1931 A water diviner was employed and as a result
a bore hole was made in front of the 4th tee
supposedly to reduce wet areas on the 4th and 18th
fairways.
1932 Tom was authorised to dig a trench and sump
short of 3rd green.
1933 Nursery deemed necessary. Mentions a
workers’ hut beyond the 7th green that also appears
on maps of that time.

1935 Diagram of Hollinwell. It hangs on the wall
of the main starcase of the clubhouse.

1935 Second hole. Note the triangular sand
scrape on the left and the absence of trees.
1936 To arrange with a local farmer to cut down a
new portion of the rough ground left of the second
fairway with a reaper machine and to erect football
posts for the use of caddies.
1938 Green staff given were one weeks paid holiday
plus bank holidays each year.
Tom Williamson was asked to "keep an eye out for
gorse bushes encroaching on the sides of the
fairways." Purchased a Ransome machine. Mowrah
Meal was purchased to deal with worms. Tried using
potassium permanganate solution on two tees to
eradicate worms as it had worked on tennis courts
(no record of the result).

1939 "Gorse on the right of the 5th hole to be
removed where practical" (to be repeated over the
next 80 years!). Tom burnt the gorse not realising
that this was the best way to germinate seeds in
the ground and this led to an expansion of the
gorse.
1945 At the end of the second World War
manpower was a problem. Mr Moss had been off,
and it was unlikely he would return. Little Billy had
been off for ten weeks and Jimmy Smith was
getting tired and was sent home in the afternoons.
Mr GH Needham, a discharged soldier, was
recruited on a three months trial at £3 a week to
join Mr W Huffen. Wages were increased and more
staff were needed to return the course to its prewar condition. Mr L Hill returned and became
foreman.
1950 Tom Williamson dies after 54 years
overseeing greens. Mr Len Hill was appointed.

Famous Pupils
Tom taught Enid Wilson who won the British
Ladies Amateur Open on three occasions
(1931-33). Later she wrote “I would like also to
pay tribute to my mentor Tom Williamson – any
success I had in the game I attribute to his
unfailing patience, and exceptional skill in
coaching the game”. Enid Wilson started as his
pupil at the age of fourteen in 1924 and she
described him as a patient and understanding
man. The following year she won the British
Girl's Championship, in 1928 she won the
English Ladies' Closed Championship and in
1931, 1932 and 1933. In 1932 she endorsed
'Enid Wilson Irons' and was deemed to be a
professional and this ended her playing career in
spite of the LGU making a plea to the R&A
(without her consent!).
He taught many assistants they often went on to
be club professionals (see page 105).

7.4.1926 'The Tatler'

20.5.1933 'The Citizen'
Enid Wilson's third win
26.1.1935 'Illustrated Sporting
and Dramatic News'

of the Ladies' Open

1927 Enid Wilson and
her father Dr Wilson

Tom taught Enid Wilson who in turn wrote her
own text on golf techniques and strategy

1929 Newspaper cutting with Tom and Enid Wilson

1933 Enid Wilson
British Ladies Amateur
Gleneagles

Tom was one of the first golfers to use
high speed sequence photography

In 'Golf Illustrated' 22.8.1899 It reports "As a coach
he excels many pros twice his age; being endowed
not only with keen insight into the detection of faults
in style and execution but also having the ability to
correct what is amiss."
The only negative comment that the author has
come across regarding any aspect of Tom
Williamson related to his tuition and Jenny
Greenwood, and given Tom's widespread success in
this area, the comments may be more of a reflection
on the student than the teacher. In the
autobiography by ‘Jenny’ Greenwood, 'A Cap for
Boots' (1977), He wrote that Tom Williamson was
"not a very good teacher and could not help me" and
he chose to have lessons from Fred Roper in a
basement of the Lacemarket. Fred Roper had given
Bobby Jones a good run in the British Amateur Open
taking him to the last green.
Greenwood recounts anecdotes that Boots shops
had a lending library to try and attract ‘better’
customers and they even sent advertisements for
new sponges by telegram to some customers.

By all account Greenwood was not a very good
golfer even after lessons with both teachers despite
having been a first class sportsman and Captain of
England and President of the RFU. His account also
includes details of the ins and outs of share dealing,
prudent budgeting and playing golf with PG
Woodhouse.
He also described a hole being burnt by German
occupiers in Jersey to Jesse Boot’s portrait where
the mouth was and they then placed a cigarette in
the hole.

1936 Opening of driving range at Hollinwell
It was the first in the Midlands

1913 Bulwell professionals trained by Tom
Back row left to right: Albert Hallam, W Gammon,
T Smith, A Bembridge, Tom Williamson, W Button,
S Harrison, W Smith
Seated left to right: WE Reid, W Tedder, W
McGowan, A Bonner, W Thorne, J Lee, W Tomlinson
(more detail on the next page)
Tom trained many assistants who went on to work as
professionals elsewhere. To illustrate this in 1913
Tom captained a group of professionals he had
taught and they played 30 amateurs. Along with HD
Snook, Tom was responsible for starting the 'Notts.
Alliance' helping professionals and amateurs to play
together and this continues to this day.

In January 1913 in ‘The Midland Golfer” it reported
that fifteen professionals who had been trained by
Tom Williamson, bar one, played against thirty
amateurs who played better ball in pairs against
the professionals (see photo on previous page).
Standing: left to right:
Albert Hallam. Born in Bulwell. Professional North
Manchester Golf Club. Winner of the Manchester
Courier Cup.
W Gammon. Born in Bulwell. Professional at
Gadley Golf Club.
T Smith. Born in Bulwell and was assistant to Tom
at the time.
A Bembridge. Born in Bulwell. Professional at
Coombe Wood Golf Club.
Tom Williamson.
W Button. Born in Bulwell. Professional at Redcar
Golf Club.
S Harrison. Born in Bulwell. Assistant at Seacroft.
Wilfrid Smith. Born in Bulwell. Professional at
Radcliffe Golf Club.
Seated: left to right:
Wilfrid Reid was born in Bulwell in 1884, he was
scratch at 15, became the professional at 17 at La
Boulie GC, Versailles then moved to Banstead
Downes. He came 4th in the 1916 US Open and he
won the Michigan PGA Championship in 1926.

Wilfrid Reid
1904

Wilfid Reid's mentor was also Harry Vardon and in
1913 he went with Vardon and Ted Ray and
played in several tournaments in the US. He
became professional at Seaview GC, New Jersey
then the Country Club, Detroit then Grosse Point
Farms, Michigan then Beverley Country Club,
Chicago then Broadmoor GC, Colorado then
Semilone, North Palm Beach then Atlantic City
GC, New York then Wilmington Country Club,

Wilfrid
Reid
1926

W Tedder. Born in Bulwell. Professional at Bulwell
Hall. Won the Midland foursomes with Tom
Williamson in 1912.
W McGowan born in Scotland. Professional at
Wednesbury Golf Club.
A Bonner. Professional at Bulwell Forest for two
years.
W Thorne born in Bulwell. An assistant with Tom
Williamson in 1913.
J Lee born in Kirkby. Professional at Chilwell Golf
Club.
W Tomlinson born in Bulwell. Assistant to W
Tedder at Bulwell Forest.

Servant of Two Clubs
It is rare to find a professional who has to answer to
two clubs but this was the position Tom found
himself in. Not only was Tom Wiliamson the golf
professional for Notts. Golf Club but he also served
Notts. Ladies Golf Club. The articles of Notts Golf
Club are gender-neutral, but Notts Ladies Golf Club
set up as an independent Club in 1891 and has,
through its own choice, remained a separate single
sex club ever since.
On the other hand Notts. Golf Club now has women
members who are equal and full members. In any
event Tom served both clubs.
1891 Mrs. Warren and Miss Evans of South Road,
The Park wrote to the secretary, William Hamilton,
expressing the desire to form a Ladies' Golf Club.
Notts. Golf Club unanimously passed a resolution
“That the club welcomes the formation of a Ladies"
Golf Club and agrees to accept half of the
subscriptions payable by its members to keep the
greens in order of play”.
1894 The Ladies initially played on a separate
course (this was at Bulwell Forest until both Clubs
moved to Hollinwell in 1901).

1894 Letter to the Parks Committee from the NGC
secretary: "I have been asked by Notts Ladies Golf
Club, the members of which play at Bulwell Forest,
to call to your attention the following facts: The
Ladies’ Club (which now numbers between 70 and
80 members) has hitherto played on the old course,
round the cricket ground, which was abandoned by
the Notts Club when you gave the latter permission
to extend the links towards Hucknall. The line of the
MS&L Railway has cut off a considerable portion of
the Ladies’ course. By a little planning, the members
have been enabled to lay out some further holes,
but they cannot go down the Valley hole…because
of the railway and the plantation. …may they have
permission to round it off on the other side…of
course, they would bear all expense."
1899 The new club house of the Notts. Ladies’ Golf
Club was opened. In February it was resolved that
the Ladies' Club paid £23 per annum (£13 greens,
£5 cleaning, £5 rent of club rooms). NLGC had
access to all 18 holes with 61 playing members and
13 honorary members. 'Nottingham Daily Express':
“The (NLGC) committee take this opportunity to
thank Notts. Golf Club for all their kindness and
assistance rendered during the past season”.

1901 The Ladies' Club were charged 15 shillings a
year individually (NGC members paid 3 guineas).
This arrangement was informal until 1927.
1902 Ladies' tees were constructed.

3.5.1913 'The Sphere'
The golfing women of the present day. Photos of
women at Hollinwell and FW Brown English Ladies
Golf Champion.

1903 The Ladies' Club presented Notts. Golf Club
with the ‘Ladies' Challenge Bowl’ played for by
match play after a qualifying medal round.
1913 Ladies’ Open Championship was inaugurated
at Hollinwell.
1927 It was decided that the Ladies' Club should
pay a rent instead of individual subscriptions.
1933 Enid Wilson retained her title of British Ladies
Amateur Champion for the third consecutive year.
She beat the American Champion when she played
in the Curtis Cup.
1945 On V.E. Day the Captain entertained NGC and
NLGC to tea and prizes.
30.5.1946 The Duchess of Portland took part in
celebrating 50 years of Tom serving at the club. She
also observed:
“I have not played golf for six years owing to
interference of three ministries – the exchequer
which forced us to close our course at Welbeck, the
ministry of war, who introduced tankers into the
park, and the ministry of fuel and power, who
prevented me getting to any other course."

10.4.26 Hollinwell Clubhouse

Caddies
Tom Williamson was the first caddie at Bulwell
Forest in 1887 at seven years of age. “In those days
there were no such things as sand boxes, hole tins,
caddie bags, etc. and caddies had to carry wet sand
in their pockets. Those players without caddies had
to take a pinch of sand out of the hole on the putting
green, and sometimes the holes became quite a foot
deep.”
1890 Proposed that the committee be authorised to
give good conduct badges to caddies who may be
recommended by members. A letter was received
from J Spyor, Coventry road Board School, listing
the names of boys who were truant on Thursdays. It
was agreed to register caddies who could produce
evidence that they were not obliged to go to school.
1891 “Members are requested to engage caddies
only at the clubhouse, and to see that those
engaged hold the ticket issued by the club. A match
between caddies holding club certificates will be
arranged for in the autumn”.
1893 Caddies had to be registered and were paid
1st class 4d/round whereas down a coal mine they
would be paid 1s 10d per day.

1898 The caddies were in open revolt about their
remuneration. They tore up flags and refused to
carry when Tom Williamson was away in Scotland.
Punishment was agreed by the committee that
varied from dismissal to being degraded to 2nd
class. After this, caddies were engaged through the
professional.
1899 The first full-time caddie master appointed.
Twenty shillings was allocated by the committee to
Dr Neilson to pay for medical expenses when one
of the caddie’s was ill.

1907 Thirty three caddies on the register. A prize
fund of £7 for their competition "…had a substantial
tea and there was a scramble for silver and coppers
in the bracken." Tom Williamson wrote to the
committee asking for them to be paid 1shilling a
round. This was adopted with 1d to the caddiemaster, but their free tea was abolished.
12.8.1908 'Nottingham Guardian'
‘Caddies Sport at Hollinwell’
Yesterday the caddies at Hollinwell had their annual
sports, prizes for which are subscribed for by the
members of Notts. Golf Club. The boys look forward
to the day with considerable pleasure, for the
general run of things is reversed, and they are for
the time masters of the situation, various members
of the club attending to their wants (this included
Tom Williamson, the Captain, Secretary….)
During the interval between competitions tea was
served in the club house and on the verandah, and
here again the members of the club who were
present were assiduous in attending to the wants of
the caddies.

1908 continued: "The Notts. Club did not engage
them after attaining the age of sixteen .….might the
club make a point of ascertaining from the caddie
master information about boys anxious to learn a trade
and assist them in that direction”.
1910 10,592 players had caddies that year. Over the
year £770 17s 6d was paid to caddies.
At one point the caddies were subordinate and Tom
Williamson was commended by the committee as to
how he dealt with them.
A caddie’s room 25ft x 17 ft was erected out of brick
with a granolithic floor adjoining the professional’s
shop (it was felt that it would be set on fire if made out
of wood!) Seats were fixed to the walls. Adjoining it
was an earth closet, all together at a cost of £719.

2.8.1911 'Nottingham Guardian'
‘Caddies’ Sports at Hollinwell”
A substantial tea was provided on the lawn in front of
the pavilion, and subsequently the caddies
scrambled for threepenny pieces which Tom
Williamson had hidden in the grass.
Driving competition, putting competition, flat race,
wheelbarrow race, ball and spoon race, three-legged
race, sack race, leap-frog race, marathon race (¾
mile).
In an extract from The Golf Courses of Great Britain
by Bernard Darwin (1910) in writing about Hollinwell,
“The southern caddie’s simple and natural method of
cleaning a ball is not here to be recommended (ie
cleaning them with their mouth because there was
so much soot from the mines and coal fires)”.

1911 A new caddie master, Sgt. W Wells, was
appointed and operated from his own hut. New
rules for caddies:
All caddies specially engaged for club matches,
and who are in attendance all day, will be
guaranteed two rounds. That is the caddie master
will pay them for a second round, or part of it, on
behalf of the club, even if the player does not
require them for more than one round. Caddies
carrying for more than one person: He is entitled to
be paid 11/2 times the usual fee, 1/6d per round.
The caddies must be discharged within 30 minutes
of the completion of the round or be paid at the
rate of 3d per half hour, or part of same, unless a
second round or part of it followed.
Terms of engagement on the links:
From 9 until the last caddie is off the premises,
every weekday, with reasonable time for meals.
The caddie master is under the control and
direction of Tom Williamson, and subject to the
discharge of his duties above referred to, is to
assist Tom Williamson.
This applies more particularly when, owing to the
links being closed to play, there are no caddies to
look after.
The caddie master is expected to live in Kirkby and
do what he can to secure attendance from time to
time of a sufficient number of suitable boys to act
as caddie.

When a caddie ticket is taken and paid for to the
caddie master, no money can be refunded in the
event of a caddie not being taken out on account of
bad weather or similar causes. A caddie round
consists of 18 holes and must be continuous. If
broken by an interval or lunch, tea etc… a new
round must be started on resuming play. This rule
does not apply to sheltering on the course.
Mrs Hollins of Berry Hill presented 24 books for the
caddie’s library. The committee received a request
from the Newstead Estate that styles be placed in
the fences adjoining to help them retrieve balls.
The assistant caddie-master Mr Stubbs had been
absent for some time with no knowledge of the date
of his return. The committee decreed that “birds
and their eggs and nests must not be destroyed,
taken or molested”.

8.3.1912 'Nottingham Guardian'
“Notts Club Dinner”
‘Professional Caddies ought to be abolished’
Mr. Trevor Jones (Loughborough) proposed the
toast and after some humour said with some
earnestness that professional caddies should be
abolished as they usually developed into a wastrel.
In 1912 10,435 tickets were sold for a total of
£737.7s.
The caddies used to catch the crows and on
Saturdays and they would leave the dead crows
outside the clubhouse so that members could take
them home. Their white breast meat was tender and
slightly sweet.
The caddie’s aid association asked for support and
were given ground between the professional’s shop
and the railway line along with 5 shillings raised for
tools. With the National Insurance Act caddies over
16 were only engaged if they showed an insurance
card showing payment already been made during
that week.
The Notts Education Authority suggest that boys
who leave school at 13 by means of a total
exemption certificate, would only be allowed to
caddie if they attended evening school.

1912 Harold Larwood of ‘bodyline’ was dismissed
as a caddie by Tom Williamson for bad behaviour.

1913 £5 raised to encourage caddies to attend
evening classes (later reported 16 had attended
over 85% of classes).
1914 Colour Sergeant F Simpson appointed new
caddie master (The secretary had asked the
Sherwood Foresters for someone with a rank not
less than Sergeant Major but there was nobody
available). Colour Sergeant F Simpson was then
called up in September (his job was left open for
him on his return) leaving Tom Williamson in charge
of them. Provision was made for payment of some
compensation to regular caddies when employment
was not obtained ….if present and available for
engagement on any day by the 11am or 12.15 train
and not getting work… be paid 6d.

1915 A dearth of caddies because of the first World
War, caddies were allocated by ‘lot’.
1918 A shortage of caddies meant a four-ball match
was not entitled to more than two caddies.
1919 Renewed the custom of entertaining the
caddies and 62 sat down to tea ministered by John
Player, Stanley Bright and Tom Williamson.
1921 Fred Williamson, Tom’s son aged 12, said that
it was his ambition to caddie for Mr John Player
which he did and saved enough to buy himself a
gold watch. Fred recalls that caddies tossed a coin
to see who would hold the pin on the 7th hole as the
unlucky one would not have time to take a drink
from the spring.
1923 No caddies employed during the smallpox
outbreak in Kirkby.
1926 After the club bought the freehold from the
Ecclesiastical Commission Golf was allowed for the
first time on Sundays and caddies over 18 could be
employed or player's personal servants!

1926 Twenty-four capes provided for caddies.
1932 Suggestion book “There should be a minimum
age for caddies. My boy today was 12 years of age
and nothing more or less than a nuisance. Answer:
Such a suggestion will not be entertained.” This was
not supported.
1933 Tom Williamson asked for an assistant
because of the need for a caddie master on
Sundays. Fred White became Tom's first assistant,
Fred lost a leg working in a lace factory. He took off
his false leg and put it in his locker to go to the first
tee on his crutches. He was a single figure golfer
and managing director of a large clay pot
manufacturer, Sankey’s of Bulwell.
1933 14,500 tickets were issued from the caddiemaster’s office.

1936 …arrange with a local farmer to cut down a
partition of rough ground left of No. 2 fairway with a
reaper machine and to erect football posts for the
use of caddies. There were no trees there then!
1937 If a caddie carried two bags, he would only
give 4d not 8d of his earnings (1s 10d per round) to
the caddie-master. A caddie brazier was purchased.
1938 Tom Williamson told the position of the
caddies under the National Health & Employment
Act. Decided to continue to insure boys over 16.
1939 Tom Williamson took over the role when the
caddie master joined up. Caddies employed to
weed fairways.
1940 There were two classes of caddies, first class
charged 5s and second class 3s 6d. Caddies were
allowed to play on Sunday afternoons if there were
practically no players out (only on the first four holes
and then either on the 5th or 18th).

Hollinwell
Hollinwell is where Tom spent forty nine years of
his life at Hollinwell and the two were intricately
linked. It is a heathland course set within a mosaic
of woodland. Each hole is framed by heather and
every year in June and July the character of the
course is transformed by the arrival of a tall fescue
grass - the ‘pink’- which borders several holes. The
pink readily captures a wayward ball and, though it
can be found, the wise player resists the
temptation of an overambitious recovery.
Hollinwell’s turf plays well as four inches of humus
overlies sand, so the course drains readily and
provides running fairways with firm, true greens.
Every hole poses a fair and distinct challenge; no
two are the same as they wind through 400 acres
of the undulating Kirkby Hills to one of the highest
points in Nottinghamshire.

The 13th hole voted one of the top 100 holes in
the World by Golf World and Today's Golfer

Second hole with the rock known as
Robin Hood's Chair to the top left
Hollinwell poses a stern challenge for the scratch
player, but is a fair test for golfers of all abilities.
With a course rating of 76.4 and a slope rating of
138 off the championship tees, its 7,250 yards, but
players can choose between five course tee
colours so that they can always enjoy their game.
Hollinwell is unusual as an inland course not only
because of its varied layout but in being based on
sand, covered by a few inches of impoverished
humus, which favours fine grasses and heather. It
poses a challenge for both championship and club
golfers, being designed by Willie Park Jr who also
designed Sunningdale Old, Maidstone (Long
Island) and Olympia Fields (Chicago).

Willie Park Junior's design was refined by the
bunkering of JH Taylor and alterations made by
Tom Williamson to deal with changes in
equipment over the years.

Typical heathland bunkering on the 16th hole
It lies in an area of outstanding natural beauty
designated as a Site of Importance to Nature
Conservation with only ten percent of its area
being given over to golf. One of its unique
features is its exceptionally good drainage which
allows year-round golf. It is surrounded by Kirkby
Forest and Robin Hood Hills to its north, with
extrusions of Triassic Sandstone that form natural
features around the second, third, fifteenth and
sixteenth holes.

1932 The par 3 thirteenth green at Hollinwell (above) and today
(below). Designed by Tom it has appeared in the top 100 holes in
the world for the last five decades.

Hollinwell, the natural spring after
which the course is named
There are nine ponds and several springs, one of
which is responsible for the name Hollinwell. It is
thought to be derived from the 'holy well' that monks
from Newstead Priory, later home of Lord Byron,
visited on their way to Kirkby. It is one of the sources
of the river Leen and is located near the 8th tee
(Holy-Leen-Well). The Club has an ethos of
promoting conservation and sustainability and has
been awarded Golf Environment Organisation
certification.

Tournaments of the Time
In order to understand Tom's achievements as a
player it helps to have a perspective of the
competitions of the day.
The Open Championship started in 1860 at
Prestwick with Willie Park Senior being the first
Champion Golfer of the Year.
From 1870 it was shared between Prestwick, St.
Andrews and Musselburgh and after 1892 Muirfield
was added before Royal St. Georges and Royal
Liverpool joined the rotation. The claret jug was first
awarded in 1872.
In 1897 Tom first played the Open at Royal
Liverpool and there were 88 players playing 36
holes for a prize of £30. Tom then played in it over
50 years only interrupted by the war years 1914 to
1920 and 1939 to 1946. In his last Open in 1947,
100 took part with the winner receiving £150. In
2019 156 took part over 72 holes for a prize of £1.5
million.
Until 1907 no qualifying was required but after that
(except for 1910-11) qualifying was necessary and
Tom achieved this until his last Open in 1947.
The Masters started in 1934 when Tom was 54 and
past his prime.

The first US Open was held in 1895 but Tom
never crossed the Atlantic. It was won by
experienced British players until 1911.
Other notable competitions included:
The Midland Professional Stroke-Play
Championship which is the oldest professional
golf competition and was run by the Midland
Counties Professional Golf Club that formed in
November 1897 and became an association in
1899.
Tom Williamson was the first to win the Midland
Professional Stroke-Play Championship in 1897
and he went on to win it in 1898, 1900, 1904,
1907, 1920 and 1922. It was equivalent to the
British PGA Championship (see below).
In 1901 it became clear that the Midland Golfers
Professional Association should merge with the
London and Counties Association (the Midland
Association was the first to form) and become the
PGA in 1902.
The Matchplay Championship started and was
sponsored by the News of the World from 1903 to
1969 when the newspaper folded. It boasted the
richest purse for many years and was the 'major'
of its time. In the inaugural event in 1903 Tom
knocked out Jack White who had come 3rd in the
Open. Ted Ray and James Braid played in the
final with Braid winning 4 and 3. It was held at
Hollinwell in 1906. It became the British PGA
Matchplay championship until 1969. In 1972 it
became a European Tour event.

The Daily Mail Tournament was one of the big
events and it was held from 1919 to 1927 then 1936
to 1950. In 1925 it was held at Hollinwell and Tom
came second.
The Sphere and Tatler Foursomes was played from
1911-1914. The winners each received a silver
trophy. Tom won it in 1913 at Deal with Harry
Vardon and came second on three occasions.
The Leeds Cup (from 1902 by the northern region of
the PGA) was one of the most competitive
competitions in the north of England.
Yorkshire Evening News (1923-1926) was primarily
held to promote the newspaper but was sought
after, particularly north of Birmingham.
Northern Professional Championship (1923-1927
and in 1936 it became an open event).
Tooting Bec Cup (started in 1901 and from 1924 it
was awarded to the best UK or Irish PGA player in
the Open Championship).
Team events
The most prestigious team event was the England –
Scotland International. It was played until 1913 until
the war and did not resume until 1932.
The Ryder Cup started in 1927 and soon achieved
a high profile in the world of golf.

Tom Williamson in 1900 - quite a follow through
and is he still looking at where the ball was?

Tournaments at Hollinwell in Tom's time
In 1906, just five years after the course was formed,
Hollinwell hosted a competition with the biggest
prize money in the world at that time, the News of
the World Tournament.
1906 News of the World Champ'p

Alex Herd

1913 Ladies Open English Champ'p

Mrs FW Brown

1925 Daily Mail Golf Tournament

Charles Johns

1935 English Amateur Champ'p

J Woollam

1947 Lotus Champ'p

Norman Von Nida

Hollinwell went on to hold the Brabazon Trophy on
five occasions, the John Player classic in 1970,
again the largest purse in its day won by Christy
O'Connor, the Tournament Players Championship in
1982 won by Nick Faldo, the Jacques Leglise
Trophy in 2007 (GB&I v. Europe boys international),
the R&A British Boys in 2012 won by Matthew
Fitzpartick and since 2017 it has hosted the Final
Open Qualifier amongst a range of National and
International competitions.
For more information about Hollinwell please see the
online book "The History of Hollinwell".

Playing Career
Open Championship Record
International Appearances
Midland Professional Performance
The PGA and Tom
Foursomes

Records of Tom's performance

Open Championship Record
In 1897 Tom played in the Open Championship at
Hoylake when first prize was £5 and he then played
in the Open over the next 50 years, excepting the
war years when it was not held. His last appearance
was also at Hoylake in 1947.
He Finished in the top ten on six occasions.
In 1899 he came 9th at Sandwich, breaking the
course record with 76. In 1907 he came 7th and
again at Hoylake in 1913. His best performance in
the Open Championship came in 1914 at Prestwick
when he tied for fourth place, six shots behind the
winner Harry Vardon who won his sixth title then.
Due to the first World War this was the last Open for
six years, the next was in 1920. He also had a
creditable sixth at St. Andrews in 1921.

Open Championship Record
1897-1947
Year

Venue

TW’s score

Place

Winner

Winner’s score

1897

Hoylake

349

37

H Hilton

314

1898

Prestwick

328

21

H Vardon

307

1899

St George’s

326

9

H Vardon

310

1900

St Andrews

MC

JH Taylor

309

1901

Muirfield

MC

J Braid

309

1902

Hoylake

333

30

A Herd

307

1903

Prestwick

317

11

H Vardon

300

1904

St George’s

MC

J White

296

1905

St Andrews

331

13

J Braid

318

1906

Muirfield

317

19

J Braid

300

1907

Hoylake

319

7

A Massey

312

1908

Prestwick

320

35

J Braid

291

1909

Cinque Ports

NP

JH Taylor

295

1910

St Andrews

314

J Braid

299

1911

St George’s

MC

H Vardon

303

1912

Muirfield

315

17

E Ray

295

1913

Hoylake

317

7

JH Taylor

304

1914

Prestwick

312

4

H Vardon

306

1920

Cinque Ports

322

26

G Duncan

303

1921

St Andrews

302

6

J Hutchison

296

19

War

MC missed the cut
NP not played

1922 - 1947 next page

The rest of Tom Williamson's
Open Appearances
Year

Venue

TW’s score

Placing

Winner

Winner’s score

1922

St George’s

316

28

W Hagen

300

1923

Troon

304

12

AG Havers

295

1924

Hoylake

310

13

W Hagen

301

1925

Prestwick

MC

J Barnes

300

1926

Royal Lytham

306

14

RT Jones

291

1927

St Andrews

300

10

RT Jones

285

1928

St George's

311

21

W Hagen

292

1929

Muirfield

313

25

W Hagen

292

1930

Hoylake

MC

RT Jones

291

1931

Carnoustie

303

T Armour

296

1932

Princes

MC

G Sarazen

283

1933

St Andrews

308

44

D Shute

292

1934

St George’s

308

42

H Cotton

283

1935

Muirfield

MC

A Perry

283

1936

Hoylake

MC

A Padgam

287

1937

Carnoustie

MC

H Cotton

290

1938

St George’s

MC

R Whitcombe

295

1939

St Andrews

MC

R Burton

290

1946

St Andrews

MC

S Snead

290

1947

Hoylake

MC

F Daley

293

12

War

MC missed the cut

International Appearances
Tom Williamson represented England in the
professional match versus Scotland between 1904
and 1913 and at the time it was the most
prestigious team match until the Ryder Cup was
inaugurated in 1927.
His performance was in 1904 (tie), 1905 (tie),
1906 (winners), 1907 (winners), 1909 (winners),
1910 (winners), 1912 (tie) and 1913 (winners)
He was captain of England in 1909 (below)

Tom Williamson played 8 times for England
Standing L-R: H Vardon, E Ray, F Robson,
P Gaudin, TG Vardon, T Williamson
Seated L-R: CH Mayo, J Sherlock, R Jones,
Tom Ball

1904 Scotland vs England at Deal. Tom won both
his matches, defeating two former Open
Champions. England Team, Tom back row third
from left, seated Vardon third and Taylor fourth.

1909 England vs Scotland
Tom Williamson Captain

1912 'Golf Illustrated' England team
Tom Williamson middle of the back row
"Tom Williamson and Tom Ball made no
mistakes against White and Thompson"

Midland Professional Performance
The Midland Professional Stroke-Play
Championship is the oldest championship in
professional golf having been first contested in
1897 and is run by the Midland Counties
Professional Golf Club. The Midland Professional
Stroke-Play Championship was the forerunner of
the PGA Matchplay Championship that started in
1903. Tom Williamson was the first to win it in 1897
and he went on to win it in 1898, 1900, 1904, 1907,
1920, 1922. For a number of years, until at least
1924, the Midland Professional Stroke-Play
Championship winner also received the Chance
Challenge Cup and qualified them for the News of
the World Match Play Tournament. In 2011 the
Chance Challenge Cup was played separately in a
Midland section qualifying event and Tom won it
and Wilfrid Reid won the Midland Professional
Midland Professional Stroke-Play Championship.

10.2.1897 Midland Professionals' Golf Meeting Sutton
Club with Tom Williamson centre back with a dark tie
Tom won the Midland Challenge Cup (it was a
foursomes event and he had various playing
partners) in 1903, 1905, 1914, 1919, 1925, 1926
and 1927.

1904 Midlands Professional strokepay Championship
Tom gave the trophy to Notts Ladies Golf Club
Tom Williamson’s favourite club was a Mashie or a
7 iron and he holed out with it twice on the 13th hole
whilst playing with Enid Wilson.

1903 Midland Professionals
Tom won the
Midland
Professional
and Amateur
Championship
at Olton
1931

'Birmingham
Gazette'
9.10.1931

Cartoon of Tom Williamson (an eagle on his
hat) in the 'Birmingham Gazette' 9.10.1931
In 1933 Tom won the Nottinghamshire Open.

PGA
(the next two pages describes its formation
which Tom was involved in)

Tom was a PGA founder member in 1902 and he
would go on to become Captain of the Professional
Golfers Association in 1928-29.

1928-9 Tom Williamson
Captain of the PGA

In November 1897 the Midland Professional Golf
Club was formed. This was to become the PGA.
10.12.1897 'The Dundee Evening Telegraph'
The Midland Professional Golf Club
“The aim of the movement is to link the
professionals together for common purposes –
indeed, a kind of professional Trade Union”.
'The Morning Post' commented “A Midland
Professional Golf Club has been formed, having for
its object the encouragement of play among
professionals. It seems rathe doubtful if there be
any real need for such an association. In the first
place Clubs will scarcely approve of their ground
men being absent for the purpose of testing their
skill against other professionals, and it may be
added that first class play at golf quickly receives
recognition. A really good man has no difficulty in
coming to the front and finds ample opportunity for
play against worthy antagonists".
The first meeting was held at Edgbaston Golf Club,
the second at Sutton Coldfield on 10.2.1898 which
was won by Tom Williamson over 36 holes with a
score of 162.
The third competition was held at Harborne on
12.5.1898 over 54 holes and prize money and a
medal went to the ‘Professional Champion of the
Midlands’.

2.2.1899 'The Scotsman'
"English professionals have stolen a march on their
northern neighbours by organising themselves into
an Association or Club, which is an emblem of
advanced civilisation. The Midland Golfers’
Professional Association, which is the first of its
kind, has not been formed with any trade union
intent so as to protect the professionals’ interest
against the amateurs, but its object is primarily to
develop friendly intercourse among the members, to
encourage young players, and to arrange a sick and
benefit society."
9.12.1901 'The Scotsman'
"…but one cannot help thinking that it would be for
the benefit of all concerned if one body were to be
recognised throughout the country as The
Professional Golfers Association."
Soon after this the London and Counties
Association called itself the Professional Association
with the object of including all the players in the
kingdom.
25.3.1902 The Midlanders resolved to amalgamate
with the PGA and become its Midlands section with
thirty-seven members.
10.4.1902 'Banbury Advertiser'
Two delegates from the Northern body and two from
the Midland body… determination to merge the
individuality of their own districts with that of
London…. and so the PGA was formed.

Foursomes Record
In 1913 at Deal Tom partnered Harry Vardon
to win the Sphere and Tatler Foursomes. He
presented the fine cup he won to Notts. Golf
Club in 1946 to mark his 50 years with the
Club. The cup is known as Tom’s Cup (below)
and is played for every year by the members
in a medal competition at Hollinwell.

News of the World Foursomes
1911 Tom was 2nd with Harry Vardon to James
Braid and Ted Ray at Walton Heath.
1923 Tom was 2nd with Abe Mitchell to RG Wilson
and T Renouf also at Walton Heath.
1927 Tom was 2nd with Ernest Whitcombe to Archie
Compton and James Braid.

Record of Tom's performance
over the years
In the early 20th century most professionals relied
on club support and were not able to live by playing.
As a result competition golf was often restricted to
one day open events where the local professional
would take on all comers (there was often heavy
betting by some but not by Tom), or there would be
an exhibition match in which two well know golfers
(see appendix for details of the main players of the
day) typically played two locals. In the morning they
often played individual stroke play and in the
afternoon foursomes.

12.9.19 Sheffield Daily Telegraph
Abe Mitchell, R Jacobs, Tom, Ted Ray

9.2.1898 On Tom's 18th birthday he beat Sandy
Herd of Huddersfield on his own course at Fixby, the
only person ever to do so. Sandy had won the Irish
Professional Championship twice.

7.5.1898
(Left)
Sandy Herd
played Tom
Williamson at
Bulwell in an
exhibition match.
He was probably
seeking revenge
after his defeat
earlier in the year.
The match was
halved.

1899 Match between T Williamson and H Vardon
Vardon had just won the Open and Tom was 19

1899
Harry Vardon playing Tom Williamson at Bulwell Forest

9.10.1899 'Sheffield Daily Telegraph'
Golf Harry Vardon
Harry Vardon vs Tom Williamson at Bulwell
Vardon 37 and 36 = 73 first round and 77 in
second, Williamson 38 and 36 = 74 and 78 in
second losing by 2 in the end.
“…although a young player he has a good record.
In an exhibition match with Sandy Herd in May
1988 he was 5 down after 22 holes and yet
managed to halve. At the Open in Sandwich he
ended ahead of Herd, Sayers and Willie Park and
shot 76, the course record”.
In 1898 Tom had broken the course record at
Bulwell Forest with 74 and in 1899 he did it again
with 69 shots when the course had a Bogey of 79.

18.10.1899
Tom
Williamson's
course
record

22.8.1899 'Golf Illustrated'
"Tom Williamson, Professional to the Notts. Golf
Club, is regarded by many competent judges as
one of the most promising of the younger school
of English golfers...
His outstanding public performance is the tieing
for ninth place this year in the Open
Championship at Sandwich in which he finished
in front of players such as Mr. Hilton, Sandy
Herd, Willie Park, and Sayers, and played a
round of 76, then the record of the green."

3.6.1899 Letter received from Miss Williamson
acknowledging the payment of Tom Williamson’s
fare to Prestwick.
(That year a telephone box was installed by the
Post Office for a rent of £5 per year)
27.6.1899 Present of £5 allocated to Tom
Williamson for his performance at Sandwich (it was
spent on a watch and chain, below).
Miss Williamson’s stipend of 10 shillings was for
cleaning the pavilion, lighting fires and washing
brushes over and above profit for catering. Brushes
to be washed weekly, rooms dusted daily. 6 pence
for washing a dozen towels.

The watch is inscribed "Tom Williamson Bulwell"
Presented by The Notts. Golf Club as a mark of our
appreciation of the high place taken by him in The
Open Golf Championship Sandwich 1899

James Braid and Tom Williamson

5.10.1900 'Nottingham Daily Express'
James Braid (Romford) v Tom Williamson
At Bulwell Forest James Braid hit the ball 488 yards
in two shots to beat Tom by one shot in the first
round and four in the second round.

1900 Tom Williamson and James Braid at Bulwell Forest

1900 Tom Williamson watches with his back turned
to us as James Braid plays a shot at Bulwell Forest

Ghost writer
'Dormy' writing
on
Williamson vs
Braid at Bulwell
5.10.1900
Nottingham
Daily Express

2.4.1900 Midland Professional Championship at
Derbyshire Golf Club won by Tom Williamson

Tom in 1900

Bulwell Forest 1st green and Plateau hole in the distance
from British Golf Links by Horace Hutchinson 1897

1901 Tom Williamson

1901 Kilmacolm was one of his best rounds (66)
24.9.1904 Times
The PGA Open Competition
Sandwell Park, West Bromwich, 52 entrants 36
holes.
Sandy Herd (1st) Huddersfield 76+70=148
Tom Williamson (4th) 77+77 =154
The first five of the Midland Section qualified to take
part in the tournament for £250 and received medals
presented by News of the World to be held on Mid
Surrey links in Richmond in October.

27.5.1904 Stamford Mercury

1904 Postcard of Sutton-on-Sea

20.2.1905 'Nottingham Journal' Sutton-on-Sea
Tom produced three new holes. Edmund, his
younger brother became the professional.

21 7.1905 'Times'
"Lindrick 20th July Exhibition Match"
J Braid (Walton Heath) 71
H Vardon (South Herts) 71
JH Taylor (Mid Surrey) 73
Tom Williamson came fourth and three putted on
seven of the last nine holes.
In the afternoon Vardon and Williamson beat Braid
and Taylor having been 3 down at the 4th hole.

1906 Hollinwell old 7th green

1.11.1905 'Times'
Links of the Nottingham Club at Hollinwell on 31st
October. JH Taylor 69 beat the course record of 70
set by Tom Williamson.
Tom Williamson 70
James Braid 72
Harry Vardon 77
The Bogey was 80
Foursomes in the afternoon
Braid and Williamson won 1 up (73 vs 74) against
Taylor and Vardon

1906 Tom Williamson playing the
old second hole at Hollinwell

30.4.1906 'Nottingham Daily Express'
Tom Williamson and Jack Ross (Parklangley) won
the Midland Challenge Cup at the Northamptonshire
Golf Club.

Old 4th (par 3) extension of new 6th at Hollinwell
15.6.1906 'Northern Whig'
The Open Championship Muirfield
(then 36 holes)
JH Taylor (Mid Surrey) made a remarkable recovery
with 77 in the first round 72 in second round to
make 149, Harry Vardon (Totteridge) 150, G
Duncan (Timberley) 151, James Braid (Walton
Heath) 153, Tom Williamson (Notts) 154, E Ray
(Ganton) 165.

20.9.1906 'Times'
Midland Section of the PGA at Handsworth
The trophy held by Tom Williamson was won by GH
Cawsey (Malvern) 7 ahead of Tom Williamson who
was unable to qualify for the News of the World
Tournament soon to be held at Hollinwell. He had
‘bad luck on the greens’ in the afternoon.
4.10.1906 'Birmingham Gazette and Express'
“Triumvirate Ousted”
and in the
Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News
"PGA Tournament held at Hollinwell"
Victory by A Herd who defeated G Duncan.
This was the News of the World Matchplay
Championship which had the largest purse at the
time. There was a prize fund of £240. Alex Herd
won receiving £100. (This was remarkable given
that the course had only been open five years).

13.10.06 Duncan on old 1st green or new 4th green at
Hollinwell and below on the old 9th green

1.11.1906 'Nottingham Express'
“Magnificent play by the Notts. Professional"
JH Taylor 69, Tom Williamson 70, James Braid 72,
Harry Vardon 77.
1907 At the Robin Hood course in the Midland
Professional Tournament he (Tom) sliced a drive
on the 18th to rest between the clubhouse and a
tree. With a mashie he pitched over the clubhouse,
secured four and won the tournament.

25.9.07 Tom Williamson course record at Hollinwell

On September 21st 1907 there was an exhibition
match to mark the opening of Matlock Golf Club.
Herd shot 71, Duncan (later the first Post-World War
Open Champion) 87, Williamson 77 and Varden 74.
In the afternoon Vardon and Williamson won their
foursomes match. The first professional at Matlock
was Edmund, Tom's father. In 1908 his son or Tom's
brother Edmund, sometimes known as Edward,
became the professional (family group below taken
at Matlock. 23.9.1927 'Sheffield Daily Telegraph').

Edmund Williamson (Snr), Tom, Hugh, Edmund (Jr)

1907 Tom Williamson and Harry Vardon at Matlock
1908 Formed in 1897 Somersall Park moved to
Chesterfield and District in 1908. It was then
designed by Tom who received £120. It opened with
a match between George Kitchen of Buxton Golf
Club and Tom Williamson.

1908 Clubhouse and 'old' 18th green.
Tom's workshop was to the right of the picture

28.12.08 'Sheffield Daily Telegraph'
“Visit to Hollinwell”
by Herbert Fowler (First class cricketer and golf
architect who designed Walton Heath and made
adjustments to Pebble Beach)
"…at Hollinwell a piece of ground which in all
respects lends itself to the making of a
championship green… Williamson is not only a fine
player, but he has sound ideas of where bunkers
ought to be, and is far above most professionals in
this respect… The course at Hollinwell is laid out on
a grand bit of golfing country… There is a large
amount of this sandy golfing ground untouched, and
I cannot help think that the club would be wise to
take it all and make some more holes on it…. …
without some of it which lies to the west of the
present course Hollinwell will not be made as good
as it might be."
[Stimulating words as four years later the course
was extended to the west]

1908 HD Snook, one of the prominent Notts
members with Tom Williamson to the left

1908 Tom Williamson

From 1909 a team of leading amateurs from
Nottinghamshire played a team of professionals led
by Tom Williamson. The professionals invariably
won!
Top row: H Mackie, CR Hemingway: Found the
Hollinwell site while contracting for the Great Central
Railway. Captain 1898.
Sir J Bright, CA Rastall: Match Secretary 1908-12,
MG Bradley, EA Coutts, TG Mellors: Captain 1900
Bottom row: FJ March, AS Bright: Honorary
Secretary for 33 years, 1913-18 match secretary,
1927 Captain and remained on committee until
1957. Also known for his replies in the suggestion
book! Elected President of the English Golf Union in
1939, made a life member in 1947. HD Snook:
Captain 1905, FH Radford, W Hollins

1908 The height of steep bunker faces
being was becoming more fashionable

On 13th May 1909 An exhibition match
took place at Sleaford to mark the
opening of nine holes. In it Tom
Williamson scored 154 over 36 holes.
He already held the course record of 73.

In Harry Vardon's book 'How to Play Golf' he
describes the best golf he ever played was against
his friend Tom Williamson when opening the then
new Radcliffe-on-Trent 9 hole course in 1909 over
36 holes. There were over 200 spectators. Vardon
shot 63 to Williamson's 69 in the morning. In the
afternoon Williamson lost 11 with 9 to play!
[reported in 'The Scotsman' 11.10.1909 and the
'Eastern Daily Press'

1909 Tom Williamson watches Harry Vardon at
Radcliffe-on-Trent during its opening exhibition match

26.5.1910 'Nottingham Guardian'
Bulwell Hall Golf Club opened, later it become
Nottingham City Golf Club. "Set in 100 acres of
parkland with a fine variety of trees and shrubs.
Tom Williamson lent his Midas touch to the course.
Each hole is unique and there is an abundance of
cunningly placed hazards laid out to maximise the
challenge. Run by the City Council…it has been
attended with some success so far as Nottingham
is concerned.” Later Tom was to make a new
course at Forest farm and Top Valley as an RAF
aerodrome was to encroach on the course, but the
project folded.

Bulwell Hall Golf Club Opening. Braid,
Herd, Taylor, Vardon and Councillor Ball

The Bulwell Hall Golf Club opening took place on
the background of the death of King Edward VIII.
Councillor Albert Ball sold the land around the Hall
to Nottingham City Council in what was described
as an 'important step in municipal enterprise'. He
had only just bought 575 acres and the Hall in 1908
before selling the Hall, that eventually ended up in
the hands of the founder of the Hardy Hanson
Brewery. He sold 225 acres to Nottingham
Corporation which was used to build a housing
estate and the golf course. Councillor Ball was best
known as the father of the World War One hero
Captain Albert Ball VC, of the Royal Flying Corps,
who shot down 44 German aircraft and whose
impressive statue lies in the grounds below
Nottingham Castle. Councillor Ball was an estate
agent and Justice of the Peace and became Mayor
in 1909 and was knighted in 1924. It appears that
the terms he sold the land for were generous as he
wanted it to be the 'air lung' of the city.

1910 Tom at La Boulie in the French Open (he came 7th)
Note the women caddies with long dresses

Across the old 9th or new 14th and 15th at Hollinwell

21.6.1910 'Nottingham Guardian'
The top 60 scores after the first two days qualified
(for the Open). Tom Williamson, Harry Vardon and
James Braid as well as Ted Ray qualified.
13.1.1911 'Nottingham Guardian'
Singles matchplay £250 at Walton Heath. Tom
Williamson in semi-final vs James Braid. “Braid…
never seemed to get the measure of the
Midlander… when the latter was 2 up with 3 to play
the match appeared to be as good as over.
However, it went to the 22nd hole before Braid won
and then beat Ted Ray in the final.
4.10.1911 'Birmingham Daily Gazette'
Tom Williamson does well at Walton Heath
PGA’s News of the World tournament for £600. In
the 9th year of the competition James Braid has
won three times, JH Taylor twice, Alexander Herd,
Tom Ball and James Sherlock once with Harry
Vardon never making the final. Tom Williamson beat
Sherlock 3 and 2 in the second round.

2.8.1911 'Nottingham Guardian'
"Caddies" and "Sports at Hollinwell”
A substantial tea was provided on the lawn in
front of the pavilion (the servers were Tom, the
captain and secretary amongst others), and
subsequently the caddies scrambled for
threepenny pieces which Tom Williamson had
hidden in the grass. Driving competition, putting
competition, flat race, wheelbarrow race, ball and
spoon race, three-legged race, sack race, leapfrog race, marathon race (¾ mile).
14.11.1911 'The Globe'
Coombe Hill. A match next Saturday between
Alexander Herd and Tom Williamson.
In 1911 Tom represented the Professionals
(winners) in the Coronation Match.

1912 Tom Williamson, second tee at Hollinwell

1912 Notts. Golf Club Scottish trip
Back row: FJ March, HD Snook (Capt’),
EJ Wickens, WP Snook, Sir Joseph Bright
Bottom row: Tom Williamson, AN Lee,
G Harrison, S Bright, CR Hemmingway
Tom often played with members in inter-club
matches. The members actively encouraged him to
join in, who wouldn't want him on their side? These
were normally day outings but occasionally they
went further afield and North Berwick was a
favourite venue (see above).

1912 Tom at Kilspindie
9.5.1912 'Sheffield Daily Telegraph'
Exhibition match at Oxtrey Club, Derby.
Tom Williamson beat Edward Ray 74 to 80.

17.5.12 'Derbyshire Advertiser and Journal'
Ashbourne Hall Hotel Golf Course
Exhibition match by Tom Williamson
24.5.1912 'Nottingham Guardian'
New course at Sleaford was opened with an
exhibition match by Tom Williamson and James
Braid with Braid winning 3 and 1. In the afternoon
Tom Williamson won the medal round 75 vs 77.

23.5.1912 An exhibition match at Sleaford
6th from left T Williamson, 8th J Braid

Excerpt from the 1912 guide book (Old course)

1913 Tom Williamson and JH Taylor designed three
new starting holes at Hollinwell as well as
revamping much of the rest of the course (see
below, the New course, not drawn to scale).

In order to mark its opening an exhibition match
was arranged.
A letter to the Great Central Railway Company:
"Can you arrange that on Thursday 25th
September the express train due to arrive at the
Victoria station, Nottingham at 5.56pm and depart
to Marylebone at 5.59 stop and picks up 3 of the
professionals JH Taylor, J Braid and G Duncan
(from Hollinwell) so that they can go to London on
the train?"

25.9.1913 'Nottingham Evening Post' and also
'The Sportsman'
"A Famous Quartette"
To mark the alteration to the course (the 'New
Course) at Hollinwell an exhibition match was held
(see next page). JH Taylor 73, G Duncan 77, Tom
Williamson 78, J Braid 78 (the Post which said 79!)
In the afternoon Tom Williamson and JH Taylor won
1 up against Braid and Duncan (see photograph of
participants on the next page).

1914 New first tee

To mark the opening of Hollinwell's 'New Course'
Back row from left: JD Player of Player's cigarettes,
later captain and donor, 6th HD Snook a great
amateur golfer and started the "Nottingham
Alliance" between professionals and amateurs with
Tom Williamson.
Middle row from left: Tom Williamson, George
Duncan, 4th JH Taylor, 5th James Braid.
Bottom far right: AS Bright Honorary Secretary for
33 years, 1913-18 match secretary, 1927 Captain,
remained on committee to 1957. Also known for his
acerbic replies in the suggestion book!

31.5.1913 'Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News'
£350 Professional Foursomes Tournament at Deal
Tom Williamson partnered Harry Vardon winning the
Sphere and Tatler Tournament in Deal in 1913. One
of his most prized possessions was the silver cup
he won. He presented this to the Club after he had
served 50 years, and it is contested for every year
in ‘Tom’s Cup’.

1913 Tom Williamson using an iron up 3rd hole at Deal

31.5.1913 'Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News'
Sphere and Tatler Tournament in Deal in 1913
Top left: Harry Vardon bunkered on 4th
Top right: Harry Vardon driving from the 7th tee
Bottom left: Harry Vardon and Tom Williamson,
winners
Bottom centre: RG Wilson in the rough on 17th
Bottom right: BF James and Josh Taylor, the
runners up

1913 Cartoon from The Midland Golfer about the
Sphere and Tatler Foursome Match at Deal

1913 Tom Williamson and Harry Vardon,
Sphere and Tatler foursomes Deal

3.5.13 'Golf Illustrated'

The Open Championship at Hoylake 1913
Johnny McDermott with Tom looking on
Tom came 7th with JH Taylor the winner

1.9.1913 'Nottingham Daily express'
Tom Williamson lowered his previous record to 32
out 36 in = 68 off back tees.
1914 JH Taylor wrote “The members of Notts GC
ought to be exceedingly proud of having such a
links. I know of no other inland course that could
possibly compare with Hollinwell.”

1.5.1914 'Birmingham Daily Post' and
5.5.14 'The Manchester Courier'
Tom Williamson won the Midland Challenge Cup
beating Jack Ross of Parklangley at Church
Brompton on 30th April.

18.6.1914 'Nottingham Evening Post'
The Open Championship
Prestwick
Vardon led after the first day and Taylor was a shot
further behind. Vardon and Taylor were drawn
together on the final day and they were clear
leaders. Williamson played steady golf in the event,
finishing tied for fourth place with Abe Mitchell and
won £8 15s. His round-by-round scoring was
75-79-79-79=312.

1914 Looking across 3rd green
Tom's workshop is on the right

18.7.1914 'Yorkshire Evening Post' and
20.7.1914 'Sheffield Daily Telegraph'
"Garforth GC, Leeds"
MacKenzie attended the course opening and
exhibition, and refereed the singles match in the
morning between Abe Mitchell (Sonning-onThames) and Tom Williamson which Williamson won
comfortably shooting a 71 to Mitchell’s 78. In the
afternoon Williamson partnered with J. Williamson
the local professional, in a four-ball match with
Mitchell and C. W. Collier of Leeds.
25.8.1914 'Nottingham Evening Post'
“A 67 at Hollinwell”
Tom Williamson broke his previous record of 68
without a 5 on his card.
Out 444444443 = 35
In 344244344 = 32

The Bogey was 78

Tom helped set up a comfort fund was set up for
men at the front.
In September 1914, F Simpson, the caddie master,
was called up by the war office. In his absence Tom
was asked to do his work.

26.8.1915 'Nottingham Evening Post' and
'Sheffield Daily Independent'
Yesterday H Vardon and E Bonner played T
Williamson and W Tedder in foursomes match to
raise money for the Red Cross and they halved.
In 1915 Tom had consecutive 2s on 15th and 16th
holes at Hollinwell.
16.8.1916 'Birmingham Daily Gazette' ran a friends
of soldiers fund with Midland golfers, amateurs,
professionals and stewards contributing to a
‘Tobacco Fund’. Tom was one of the participants.
1917 Tom designed a course at Donington Hall.
He was accompanied by the Commandant when he
inspected the land at Donington Park, which was
then the German Officers’ Prisoners of War Camp.
Tom was told that speaking to inmates was
prohibited. The Commandant was surprised when
one of the prisoners called out “Hello Tom”. The
prisoner had been a doctor in Nottingham and a
member at Hollinwell. He was then allowed to talk to
Tom Williamson.

The prisoner apologised to Tom for the Zeppelin
raid on the Midland Station the previous year
saying that he had been asked to pilot the airship
which had crossed the North Sea to Hull and then
follow the river Trent down to Nottingham to bomb
the railway station.

A zeppelin of the type used to traverse the
North Sea and bomb Nottingham
Gunther Pluschow, a German aviator
and aerial explorer was the only
person to escape back to Germany in
the First World war. He did so from
Donington Hall and had previously
escaped capture in China. He was the
first to film Tierra del Fuego and
Patagonia from the air.

The First World War memorial plaque above the
current fireplace at Hollinwell commemorates the
fifteen members who died. The plaque is the only
item that survived the clubhouse fire in 1924

8.5.1919 'Dundee Courier'
Midland section of PGA held a Victory Tournament
at Castle Bromwich. Tom Williamson beat A
Compston (Army) after an extra 9 holes, he also had
the best round with a 72.
1918 At Walmley Tom came first in the Open
qualifying round beating Duncan, Mitchell, Ritchie,
Wilson, Mayer and Holland.

24.3.19 'Derbyshire Advertiser'

18.10.1919 Sherwood Forest. Abe Mitchell, George
Duncan, Tom Williamson and RJ Tunbridge.

Tom would have travelled to and from his home in
Hucknall to Hollinwell by train. Above is the 1909
timetable that was pinned to the board at Victoria Station.
Only one public timetable was ever published in
Bradshaw's in 1901. An alternative was 'Dido' shown on
the next page that was a workman’s train that ran
between Bulwell Common and Annesley Yard and
Newstead G.N. During the 1920s on Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays. The train had an additional
upholstered coach for golfers (times were only posted on
the working time-tables) and it ran to Annesley North
Junction. This stopped around 1930 when the staff were
transferred to the Great Northern route.

Annesley North Junction signal box. See 'Railway cutting'
diagram below. Note golfers on the first green and the range
shed in the background. The train was called Dido, for 'day
in day out'.

Annesley North Junction signal box in the photo above is
positioned on the left (green arrow) and Hollinwell & Annesley
station above right (red arrow).

12.9.1919 Lindrick exhibition match
From the left: 2nd R Jacobs, 3rd Tom Williamson,
5th Abe Mitchell, 7th Ted Ray

6.9.1919 'Nottingham Evening Post'
Exhibition match
Tom Williamson 75, G Duncan 77, Harry Vardon 79
and Abe Mitchell 80
“The clerk of the weather was in perfect form”.

26.6.1920 'Nottingham Journal and Express'
Open at Royal Cinque Ports next week ‘popular’
Tom Williamson plays with Arnaud Massy (France),
the only man to take the championship out of Britain.
1920 Tom beat Duncan and Mitchell in an exhibition
match at Ranceby breaking the course record with
71.
28.7.1920 'Sheffield Daily Telegraphy'
“Tom Williamson at Skegness”
Tom Williamson and Fred Shaw foursome match vs
Arthur Ham and James Cantrell, the county
footballer. Tom Williamson and partner won 3 and 2.
16.9.1920 'Nottingham Journal and Express'
“Chance Cup” carries with it the Midland
Professional Championship. Held at Moseley, Tom
Williamson tied first with GR Buckle (Edgbaston) and
R Wheildon (Moseley) allowing them to go onto the
£590 PGA tournament at the Mid Surrey Course at
Richmond.

17.9.1920 'The Yorkshire Post'
Tom Williamson won the Midland Golf Championship
at Moseley. He was level with AR Wheildon of
Moseley after 36 holes and won after a further 9
holes 30 vs 40. He had previously done so in 1911.
17.9.1920 'Sheffield Independent' and
'Nottingham Journal'
“Golf Veteran’s Success”
Williams again wins the Midlands Title. A further 9
holes had to be played with Tom Williamson scoring
39 against AR Wheildon’s 40.
1921 Tom Williamson and HD Snook founded the
Nottinghamshire Amateur and Professional Golfer’s
Alliance with Tom as its first captain.
This reads as a simple statement, perhaps
appearing to be of little consequence, but that is not
the case. Initially there were matches between
professionals and amateurs and sometimes a
professional playing the better ball of two amateurs.
Over a hundred years later it comprises a mixture of
ProAms and Stableford competitions and it provides
a means for amateurs to support professionals.

7.3.1921 'Nottingham Guardian'
“A Youthful Veteran”
Tom Williamson’s 25 years with Notts. Club
Despite the fact that he only attained the age of 41
last month, Tom Williamson, the English
International golfer and professional to the Notts.
Golf Club has actually completed 25 years’ service
in the last named capacity – a record which must be
quite unique in the history of the Royal and Ancient
game. Tom enjoyed the distinction of being the first
caddie in the county. He joined the Artisans Club
when he was 15 years old…he was engaged on a
three-month trial on 5 shillings a week and was also
asked to devote at least 8 hours a week to work on
the course.
Tom Williamson attributes much of his success to
the kindly interest taken in his welfare by the older
members of Notts. Golf Club for he was privileged
to accompany them when team matches were being
played, and arrangements were made for him to
play various professionals and to take part in
exhibition matches.
The article goes on to mention his first Open at
Hoylake at the age of 17.
Continues on the next page

continued:
In 1897 Tom Williamson’s first important match was
at Gourlay, of Lincoln, in a 36 hole home and away
contest and he won by 18 up and 16 to play. He
was 17. At 18 he won the Midland Championship at
Streetley and that year he also beat Sandy Herd at
Huddersfield, the only person to do so.
Williamson considers his best round a 66 at
Kilmalcolm in an invitation tournament 20 years
ago, and his record around Holinwell is 67.
He has always been regarded as an exceptionally
steady golfer rather than a brilliant player, but of late
his golf has been characterised by more enterprise
and dash.
One of his greatest successes was accomplished at
the Walmley Tournament in the summer of 1918,
when he finished first in the qualifying round in a
field which included such formidable exponents as
Duncan, Mitchell, Ritchie, Wilson and Mayo, and
then won the knock-out tournament, beating L
Holland (Northampton) in the final.
Last year he won the Midland Championship at
Moseley, and in September beat Duncan and
Mitchell in an invitation exhibition match at
Rauceby, breaking the record for the course with a
brilliant 71.

Continued:
The most remarkable shot he ever played was in
the Midland Professional Tournament at Robin
Hood in 1907. At the last hole he sliced his drive,
and the ball lay behind the clubhouse with a huge
tree also in a line for the green. Williamson wanted
a 4 to finish first, and taking his courage in both
hands he pitched out his mashie, pitched over the
clubhouse, missed the tree by inches, and landed
on the edge of the green. He secured the 4 and
won the tournament. Members of the club have
attempted the shot many times since, but have
never succeeded in accomplishing it yet.

9.7.1921 'Nottingham Evening Post'
Tom Williamson record 25 years service
Mr Perry (Captain) "...congratulated Tom Williamson
on his splendid success in the Open Championship
and alluded to his round of 71….his 25 years of
service….it was due to his skill and his unrelenting
efforts in a large measure that Hollinwell was now
one of the finest inland courses in the country."
The 1921 Open Championship was the 56th Open
Championship held 23–25 June at the Old Course
St. Andrews. Former local Jock Hutchison won his
only Open Championship, in a 36-hole playoff over
amateur Roger Wethered. Williamson played fine
golf in the event finishing tied for sixth place. He
had rounds of 79-71-74-78=302 and won £6 8s 7d.

His son, Fred, said that his father could recall every
detail of every course he had advised on and the
kitchen table was covered with plasticine models of
projects he was working on.

7.10.1921 'Nottingham Journal'
Tom Williamson, the popular Hollinwell professional,
participated in one of the most interesting struggles
in the “big tourney” at Oxley this week.
"….for nearly 31 years he has been living a life of
frustration on the threshold of fame. Braid showed
that when he hit his best drive he could still
outdistance a man ten years his junior….his
extreme length in driving enabled him to win on the
20th."
Later, in a report by: Fairway” says “An insurance
company issued a policy for golfers who can insure
clubs against burglary, fire and queerest of all
against breakage. The policy, however, does not
permit the golfer to break his clubs in a fit of temper
and then throw them in the pond”.
16.3.1922 'Nottingham Journal'
"Tom Williamson's Great Golf at Rushcliffe"
The Midland Professional Golfers Championship
was won by Tom Williamson and H Cawsey
(Seacroft). Williamson being seen at his best in two
strenuous matches.

The semi-final match ended on the 19th when
Williamson hit a magnificent second shot to four
yards of the pin and Cawsey holed out. They won
the final on the 17th against GR Buckle
(Edgbaston) and AR Wheildon (Moseley).
24.6.1922 'Nottingham Journal'
“Victory for Hagen”
The United States retain the world’s golf
championship. Tom Williamson who aggregated
316, was partnered by Jim Barnes in Sandwich
whose close fight for premiere honours was
witnessed by a huge crowd, who were not stinted
in their praise for the Midlander when he did
anything brilliant, which was fairly often (Tom
ended up 30th).
11.9.1922 'Nottingham Journal'
Tom Williamson beat his own record last Friday (at
Hollinwell) 33 out, 35 in (67) with 3s in the first 3
holes.

14.9.1922 'Sheffield Daily Telegraph'
Williamson wins the Midland title with a record round
at Copt Heath of 69.
13.10.1922 'Nottingham Journal'
"Midlands Counties Amateurs vs Professionals"
foursomes at Castle Bromwich. Tom Williamson and
GR Buckle beat GNP Humphries (ex-Cambridge
captain) and Carl Bretherton (ex-Irish Champion) on
the13th hole.
24.1.1923 'Nottingham Journal'
Radcliffe Golf Club. Tom Williamsons great round in
foursomes with W Wallis (Bulwell Forest) scoring 76.

16.5.23 'Nottingham Journal'
£700 Golf at Leeds
“Tom Williamson’s Good Round”
In the first round of the Yorkshire Evening News
Tournament at Headingly Ted Ray took 9 strokes at the
9th. Vardon 73, Braid 74, Walter Hagen 73, Gene
Sarazen 75 and Tom Williamson 73. Reginald Wilson
(Croham Hurst) led the field with 68.
17.5.1923 'Nottingham Journal'
Second round of the £700 Yorkshire Evening Post
Tom Williamson shot 71 giving an aggregate of 144 five
strokes putting him in 5th place behind the leader Joe
Kirkwood (Australia). Walter Hagen came 8th, James
Braid 10th and Harry Vardon 18th.
3.10.1923 'Birmingham Gazette' and the
'Nottingham Journal'
1st round News of the World £750 at Walton Heath on
2nd October. Tom Williamson beat JH Taylor at Walton
Heath in the first round (photo next page, apologies
about the quality).

2.10.1923
News of the World £750 at Walton Heath
Tom Williamson beat JH Taylor in the first round.

Erewash: Tom Williamson designed
the course on both occasions

Erewash (1907)

Erewash (1923)

1923 Belton Park. Tom Williamson redesigned the
course. An exhibition match included Harry
Vardon, Ted Ray, Arthur Havers and Tom
Williamson.

1923 Tom left Ted Ray fourth from left
at the opening of Beeston Fields
10.12.1923 Wollaton opened with a bogey of 78.
An exhibition match was held with Arthur Havers
(Open champion), James Ockenden, Ted Ray and
Tom Williamson.

The date on the back of this photograph said 1920s.
It has A Havers (left), Tommy Kirkland (caddie), Tom
Williamson (centre) and G Gadd (right). This might have
been the exhibition match held at Retford in 1924
1925 Cavendish Golf Club opened with an
exhibition match with Tom Williamson, Abe Mitchell,
Archie Compton and Tom Barber, the Cavendish
Professional. Tom won in the morning with 67 and
the card is displayed in the club. In the afternoon
Tom and his partner Archie Thompson won 2 up.
He was paid £18 13s.

8.5.1925 'Bystander'
Enid Wilson who won the Girl’s Championship at 15
years old, who has won a medal in four consecutive
championships bronze, silver, bronze and gold is
not yet 19. [She was taught by Tom Williamson]
12.6.25 'Nottingham Journal'
'Opening of the extended course at Radcliffe'
Harry Vardon and Tom Williamson exhibition match.
Vardon said it was his best. I could not have played
better in a heavenly sort of dream.
11.7.1925 'Nottingham Journal'
JH Taylor “Tom plods along, calm, confident and
consistent, content to get his per tours, and leaving
the ‘birdies’ to roost where they will. They rarely
perch in his tree. I claim an interest in Tom. I
remember that he caddied for me at Bulwell Forest
in 1895 when he was 15 years of age. Even in my
younger days I was never a ‘slasher’ and I hope the
steady pace I set that day may have impressed his
youthful mind."

Stanton 9 holes before
Tom designed the 18
holes course in 1928

Kelwick (Newark)
designed by Tom in
1934 for £45

22.3.1924 'Nottingham Journal'
Tom Williamson beat Arthur Havers (Open
Champion) in an exhibition match at Retford the
previous day….both played excellent golf (70 and
75).
1924 Clubhouse gas lighting inserted. The
clubhouse burnt down; a memorial plaque of those
killed in the first world war was the only survivor. A
new clubhouse was built for £11,200.

Remains of the Hollinwell clubhouse
after the fire in January 1924

1924 'News of the World' cartoon (sponsors
of the PGA Matchplay Championship)

9.4.1925 'Dundee Courier'
Tom Williamson qualified for the £1,320 PGA
tournament at Leek (Staffs). Over 36 holes he
led the field with a 75 and 74.

23.4.1925 'Nottingham Journal'
Announcement of the opening of the new clubhouse
at a cost of £11,200.
The reason the building is open before its
completion is to enable the members to vacate the
present temporary clubhouse, which is intended for
the professional’s new shop. This will enable the
professional’s old shop to be taken down before the
“Daily Mail” competition on the 13th and 14th next to
open up the front of the clubhouse.

23.4.25 ''Nottingham
Journal' about the
opening of the new
clubhouse at Hollinwell
and an exhibition match
of JH Taylor and T
Williamson vs A Havers
and ER Whitcombe

25.4.1925 'Nottingham Journal'
Exhibition game by JH Taylor, Arthur Havers,
Ernest Whitcombe and Tom. The attendance at
Hollinwell was excellent.

13.5.1925 The 'Nottingham Journal'
Golfing “Giants” in Great Tournament
Daily Mail £1,200
…decision (to play the Tournament at Hollinwell)
arrived at as a result of overtures by Tom
Williamson, the popular Notts. Professional,
supported of course by the club.

15.5.1925 'Nottingham Guardian' describing the first day of
the Daily Mail £1,200 tournament (Tom bottom left)

1925 Daily Mail
£1200 Hollinwell
Tom Williamson
18.5.1925 'The Athletic News'
"Hollinwell"
‘Professional play and the challenge of America’
The article mentions that since 1892 when four
rounds made up the Open that a score of 300 had
only been beaten seven times. However, the new
ball was changing things. In the £1,500 Tournament
that C Johns won with a total of 293 including a new
course record of 69 beating AG Havers amongst
others. The article questions the ability of players to
contend with those from America in the Open
Championship.
A cartoon depicted bookmakers on the first tee who
were expelled. There were 4,000 spectators.

18.5.1925 'The Athletic News'
Touts were not welcome!

In the Daily Mail Tournament Tom is said to have
dreamt that his demise would be in the broom on the
right of the 8th hole, and so it proved to be. In both
the third and fourth round he drove into it. He only
failed to be in a play off by a stroke. The broom then
became known as 'Tom's grave'.

18.5.1925 'Nottingham Guardian'
"...the Notts. professional took it all
very philosophically." Tom tied for
second place.

23.5.1925 'Illustrated Sporting & Dramatic News'
Daily Mail Tournament £1,200 won by C Johns
(Purley Downs) beat E Ray who came third in spite
of him breaking the course record with 69. He has a
penalty of one stroke in the last round when his
caddy kicked his ball into a bunker!

13.5.25 'The Nottingham Journal' C Johns the winner

11.7.1925 'Nottingham Journal'
"I have seen it suggested that 150 policemen could
control 20,000 people, but I should like to see it
accomplished. The big tourney at Hollinwell in May
gave a glimpse of what a big task it is. It was
admirably controlled by members of local clubs. "

24.8.1925 'Nottingham Journal' Report of
Tom Williamson’s round of 67 at Hollinwell

1.8.1926 'Sheffield Gazette'
and the 'Sheffield Daily
Independent'
“Midlands Golf at
Handsworth” Tom Williamson
wins the “Gazette Cup”
71 and 71 = 142
A Kent record 2 strokes
ahead of T Barber
(Cavendish)

8.3.1927 'Nottingham Journal'
"Golf Gossip"
An injustice done to Tom Williamson. Tom
Williamson was not selected for the US tour for the
Ryder Cup. Williams is well inside the first eight
English professionals. Aubrey Beeoner (St.Cloud,
Paris), A Compton (unattached), George Duncan
(Wentworth), George Gadd (Roehampton), AG
Havers (Coombe Hill), Abe Mitchell (St. Albans),
Edward Ray (Oxhey), Fred Robson (Cooden
Beach), CA Whitcombe (Crows Hill).

Later in the article:
Golfer: “I suppose, after all, there are worse
players in the world than I am?”.
Caddie: “Aye! But they stop in the clubhouse and
play bridge”.

1926 Second green at Hollinwell

9.4.1927 'Grantham Journal'
"Midland section of the PGA"
The first fourteen qualify for the Daily Mail £1,200
competition at Wentworth in May. Tom Williamson
won the Challenge Cup, the gold medal and the first
prize for the 6th time. Williamson was in brilliant
form with a splendid round of 77. Exactly 24 years
have elapsed since Williamson won the Challenge
Cup at Hollinwell. In addition, he has won the
Midland Professional Championship on nine
occasions. His latest victory is extremely popular.

1927 Another exhibition match at Wollaton Park
T Williamson, JH Taylor, H Vardon, ER Whitcombe
5.5.1927 'Nottingham Journal'
"An exhibition match to mark
the official opening of Wollaton Park"
Harry Vardon (6 times Open Champion), Ernest
Whitcombe (English International), Tom
Williamson and John Henry Taylor (5 times Open
Champion). Tom Williamson was paid £150 for the
design.

14.5.1927 'Nottingham Journal'
"Tom Williamson again in front rack
…prominent show in the first of the big money
tournaments…should never have been passed
over when a team was selected to go to America…
one of the most consistent match players in the
country…records show on average he has been in
the first five."
The same article mentions the ‘new wooden tee’ as
being “the best means of getting a clean shot from
a tee”.
13.7.1927 'Nottingham Journal'
Tom Williamson qualifies for the Open at St.
Andrews with 158 on the New Course.
The 1927 Open Championship was the 62nd Open
Championship, held on 13th –15th July at the Old
Course at St. Andrews. Amateur Bobby Jones
successfully defended the title with a dominating
six stroke victory, the second of his three victories
at the Open Championship. Williamson finished the
tournament tied for tenth place.

20.9.1927 'Northern Daily Mail' and
'Nottingham Evening Post'
Walton Heath News of the World £1,400
It mentions that James Braid won the first there in
1903, Alex Herd the second in 1926. Tom
Williamson, Notts. golfer was in the semi-final.
30.9.1927 'Nottingham Journal'
"Midland Open Tournament"
Tom Williamson was runner up with Dr WT
Weddell (Stourbridge), British Amateur Champion,
won.
18.5.1928 'Nottingham Evening Post'
Notts man plays a great game in the 1,000 guineas
‘Torney’ (popular word for tournament then) at
Moortown. Tom Williamson was beaten by Charles
Whitcombe and the winner in 1926 in the semifinals.

In 1928 he represented the Seniors (winners) in a
match versus the Juniors.

19.4.1928
'The Scotsman'
Tom Williamson
(right) and Abe
Mitchell in
Roehampton

25.3.1929 'Nottingham Journal'
"Tom Williamson was invited to take part in an
amateur vs professionals match to be played at
Sandwell Park on 6th April. The professionals
invited to take part are the players who composed
the Ryder Cup team C Whitcombe, Abe Mitchell, A
Compston, G Duncan, E Whitcombe, F Robson, P
Allis, A Boomer, JH Cotton, S Burns, AG Havers
and Tom Williamson. Mr Williamson has just
returned from Zurich, in Switzerland, where he has
been to lay out a new course. His brother Hugh
Williamson, late of Parkstone GC, Bournemouth,
has been engaged to make the course and to act
as professional to the club when completed."
4.3.1930 'Nottingham Evening Post'
Tom Williamson’s 50th birthday. He was presented
with a chiming clock by the (Professional and
Amateur golfers in Nottinghamshire).
9.4.1930 'Nottingham Journal' Scraptoft Golf Club
has been redesigned by Tom Williamson (75
Bogey). There will be an exhibition match between
him, Arthur Havers (Sandy Lodge), Abe Mitchell (St.
Albans) and CA Whitcombe (Coombe Hill).

8.4.30 'Derby Daily Telegraph'
“Tom Williamson’s solid vote for steel-shafted clubs”
…what a search of the bags at Hollinwell revealed…
not a single steel-shafted club…all hickory…95% of
drivers had steel shafts…hickory will hold their own
with irons. Tom Williamson said “Make sure they are
handling something that suits them before
purchasing”.
14.8.1930 'Nottingham Journal'
Tom Williamson was an expert witness when a miner
was charged with breaking and entering at Hollinwell
Golf Club. A fountain pen, pipe, wallet and nail
pincers were found in the miner’s possession. He
was found not guilty claiming they had been given to
him. “Do you think I would be carrying them about
with me if I knew they were stolen – I’m not an
imbecile”.

4.3.30 'Nottingham
Evening Post '

21.10.30 'Nottingham
Journal'

21.10.1930 'Nottingham Journal'
Pros vs Amateurs at Bulwell Forest. Tom Williamson
shot 65 with three eagles. He said he was glad to
see so many amateurs.
9.3.31 'Nottingham Evening Post'
Notts Amateurs and Professionals Alliance at
Wollaton. Tom Williamson 67 won first prize and
Edward Williamson 77.

13.6.1931 'Northern Whig' and the 'Yorkshire Post'
Enid Wilson, the 21year old daughter of a
Nottingham doctor, won the British Ladies Golf
Championship beating Wanda Morgan 7 and 6 at
Portmarnock. After the match Dr Wilson presented a
cheque for £100 to Tom Williamson. She had won
the Derbyshire Championship aged 15.
It also mentions that Tom Williamson had just
finished in the prize list in the Open at Carnoustie,
the oldest competitor in the field he shot 303.
1933 Enid Wilson, one of Tom’s pupils, retained her
title of British Ladies Amateur Champion for the third
consecutive year and she beat the American
Champion in the Curtis Cup.

21.7.33 'Nottingham Evening Post'
Announce a match between Tom Williamson, AG
Beck, Walter Hagen and Desmond Shute (Open
Champion) at Hollinwell on 22nd July. Walter
Hagen and Desmond Shute were the golf
celebrities of the day and to have them at
Hollinwell was a genuine accolade for the club,
course and Tom. Hagen's secretary Mr C Harlow
phoned the club to ask if they could play.

21.7.33 Nottingham Evening Post Exhibition Match.
Left: Tom
Centre: Walter Hagen (Four times Open Champion)
Right: Desmond Shute (Open Champion)

1933 (Left to Right) J Lee (Pro Chilwell), Tom Williamson,
Walter Hagen (Four times Open Champion), TS Fulford (Pro
Fulford), AN Lee (Capt' Notts), Densmore Shute (Open
Champion), J Gibson (Pro Rushcliffe), AF Beck (Pro
Sherwood), W Hancock (Ass' Pro Sherwood)

1933 Tom Williamson in foreground
and Walter Hagen behind

1933 Densmore Shute (Open Champion)
Walter Hagen, Tom Williamson, AG Beck

1933 card of Hagen Shute vs Williamson Beck

1933 Looking up to 12th hole at Hollinwell in the
exhibition match with Walter Hagen (four times Open
Champion) playing Tom Williamson (69 and 71)

1933 Walter Hagen at Hollinwell

14.9.1933 'Nottingham Evening Post' and
'Nottingham Journal'
Tom Williamson Notts. Open Golf Champion
“Popular Win on Home Course”
Tom Williamson won with 75 and 74 with his
accurate long game. AG Beck of Sherwood came
second.
1933 A subcommittee was appointed to consider the
question of electric lights in the clubhouse, with the
power to act!
1.5.1934 'Nottingham Journal'
Dunlop Southport Competition held at Hesketh/
Ainsdale
Hesketh: RA Whitcombe shot course record 64
whilst at Ainsdale, Tom Williamson shot 76 with
Percy Alliss in first place with 71.
23.2.1935 'Nottingham Journal'
Praise for Hollinwell Golf Course
Tribute to Tom Williamson
Major A Whitley Lavrack MC (Sunningdale) Hon Sec
English Golf Union: Hollinwell reminds me (and I can
pay no higher tribute) more of Sunningdale than any
other course I know.

16.10.1935 'Nottingham Journal'
“Some stunning golf at Hollinwell”
Professionals led by Tom Williamson gained a great
victory over amateurs. Hollinwell fully maintained its
reputation as a difficult course to master.
17.6.1935 'Nottingham Journal'
Tom Williamson’s new record score for the Radcliffe
course of 69 beating the previous record by CA
Whitcombe.
10. 2.1935 'Nottingham Journal'
"...his personal merit, no less than his merit as a
golfer, has made him one of the most popular men in
his profession. On his 50th birthday he received an
oak clock with Westminster chimes from his
professional colleagues in the locality."

11.6.1936
'Yorkshire Evening News'
Professional Golf Tournament
“A Veteran Leads Leeds Golf Field”
A grey haired man, 56 years old, Tom Williamson,
of Notts Golf Club at Hollinwell struck a blow for
the older school by leading the qualifier with an
aggregate of 140 for 36 holes. Many of the rivals
were not born when Williamson began his golfing
career. “I am still good for one round a day” as he
walked from the last green one of the first to
shake his hand was TG Renouf of Stockport a 59
year old Jersey Islander. “Well done Tom, do you
remember the first tournament in which we were
partners at Redcar in 1897”. “Rather said Tom, I
wore a velvet cap and I was more than a little
scared about playing”.

1936 Curling Pond with Tom Williamson measuring

Pre 1935 map showing the position of curling
pond at Hollinwell near the current reservoir

11.6.1936 'Nottingham Evening Post
“Big Money Golf”
The big surprise of the opening round of the £750
tournament at Leeds today was the defeat of last
years winner Henry Cotton who was beaten 2 and 1
by JH Rudd, a 26 year old Durham professional.
Another surprise was the defeat of Tom Williamson
who was seen at his best yesterday and led the
field. Tom Williamson was beaten at the 19th hole
by RE Ballentyne of Moortown.
12.10.1937 'Nottingham Evening Post'
Describes a match that Tom Williamson had
organised between members of Notts. Golf Club
and 26 professionals.

18.7.1938 'Nottingham Journal'
"Notts Open Golf Championship"
…a notable absence from the entries was Tom
Williamson who has contracted a quinsy and was
unable to appear.

Tom Williamson (centre) at the
'All-weather golf school'

1936 The ‘All-weather’ golf school was built
by the generosity of JD Player.

1939 September, all competitions were cancelled.
The caddy master, assistant professional and four
greenkeepers all left for the war leaving "two old
ones and a very young one" but fortunately one
could drive a tractor! In 2nd World War Tom
Williamson was appointed salvage secretary (this
involved collecting any metal objects to be melted
down for the war effort) and handed over iron tee
markers amongst other items. Competitions were
suspended. RAF bases given concessions.
23.2.1940 'Illustrated Sport and Dramatic News'
"Henry Cotton on Golf"
A full-page article on Tom Williamson. It mentions
that Tom Williamson had caddied for Old Tom
Morris. He joined the Bulwell Artisans Club when he
was 13 years old. In 1899 at 19 years old he played
Harry Vardon. In the same year he won a
professional competition at Handsworth breaking
the course record.

7.7.1942 'Nottingham Journal'
“Tom Williamson on beating bogey”
"…for there is something very attractive about Tom
Williamson. I think it is the essential simplicity of a
sportsman. Anyone who loves anything as
wholeheartedly and unaffectedly as Tom Williamson
loves golf must be in himself rather lovable. And
Tom, with his wicked old eyes, impertinent nose and
humorous upper lip is just that."
"He founded Notts amateur and professional
golfer’s alliance. For the rest, he is a prominent
Mason, a great family man (his garden bares
witness to that), and a grandfather. His daughter
Norah is now Mrs Abdey and his son Fred a bacon
curer."

21.10.1943 'Nottingham Evening Post'
Edmund Williamson, father of Tom, died aged 92 in
Grantham. Edmund had worked for the Great
Northern Railway as station master at Bulwell
Forest and then became the professional at Suttonon-Sea and then Matlock. He married twice with
both partners predeceasing him. He had three sons
and two daughters.

Painting of Tom Williamson that hangs on the
wall in Tom's Room on the first floor

1944 5th tee, Tom Williamson centre

1944 Tom, Bert Wooley, Harry Sparrow and Dr AH Cran

30.5.1946 'Nottingham Journal'
The Duchess of Portland made a presentation to
Tom Williamson to mark 50 years as a club
professional. The article mentioned that he had
received a phone call from Miss Enid Wilson just
before the presentation.
5.11.46 'Nottingham Evening Post'
B Williamson, assistant professional to his father
Edmund at Wollaton Park shot 72 at Sherwood
Forest in the Notts. Alliance. Tom was five over
par.

24.6.1947 'Nottingham Evening Post'
An article about Tom Williamson playing at
Hoylake as he had done 50 years previously.

1947 16th Hoylake, Dai Rees with Tom watching
1.7.1947 'Nottingham Evening Post'
After playing at Hoylake after 50 years of the Open
Championship, Tom was 67 years old and the game
wasn’t getting any easier for him.
“Never have I played such long courses, and the
rough is honestly, twice as bad as Hollinwell. A large
number of us think that the length of the course is
rather ridiculous, it being nearly 1,00 yards longer
than Hollinwell. Can you beat it? This is definitely
my last Open!"
He had played in every Open for 50 years except
when it didn't take place in the war years.

30.6.1947 'Nottingham Guardian'
"He is one of the finest course architects the game
has ever known, and practically all the local links
owe much to his advice and experience. Radcliffe,
Rushcliffe, Hollinwell, Wollaton as well as courses
further afield in Derbyshire, Lincolnshire and
Leicester, have all been the imprint of his
personality in some way, and the better for it."

1947 Aerial view of Hollinwell

7.8.1947 'Nottingham Journal'
"£1,500 Golf Tournament"
Photo of TW and others. This was the ‘Lotus
Championship’ and Norman Von Nida won.

The caption reads: Awaiting their turn in the "Lotus"
£1,500 professional golf tournament which began at
Hollinwell yesterday some of the gazing stars gaze
through the club house window at the early starters.
In the picture are: Front row, from left - DJ Rees,
Norman Von Nida, CA Winks. Back row, from left EE Whitcombe, Tom Williamson (the 62 year old
Notts. Golf Club professional and oldest player in the
tournament), J Higham, and RA Whitcombe.

3.3.1948 'Nottingham
Evening Post'
Photo of Tom
Williamson driving off
at the Alliance Pros
vs Amateurs at
Bulwell Forest.

1950s The 18th hole at Hollinwell. Note that there are
very few trees and as yet little evidence of the 1,000
of trees gifted in 1938 from the Duke of Sutherland
(see the online book on Hollinwell for more details)

1.3.1950 Notts. Golf Club secretary wrote to Tom
Williamson
My Dear Tom,
We held the AGM last night, and those present
were informed that this was the first time, since you
were elected an Honorary Member of the Club, that
you had not been present. I was requested to write
to you and express the sincere regret of all those
present for your absence, and to extend to you
their sympathy in your illness, and their hopes for
your welfare.

From the 1930s he lived at 308, St. Albans Road,
Bulwell (above). He was a prominent fundraiser
though exhibition matches and Masonry. He
described his hobby as Free Masonry and
became Worshipful Master of the Thoresby Lodge
for two years. He enjoyed his garden and was a
great family man. His daughter Norah became Mrs
Abdey and his son Fred worked as a bacon curer
and then in the hosiery factory of Cooper & Roe at
Eagle works. Tom became a doting grandfather.

4.4.1950 'Nottingham Evening Post'
“Passing of the best known golfer in Notts”. The
death occurred in the pay beds wing of the
Nottingham General Hospital. Born in Grantham on
9th September 1880. He joined Bulwell Artisans
Club when 15 and won their challenge cup twice
and a gold medal presented by the president.
During his career he received many tempting offers
to change his quarters but preferred to remain with
the club that bought him out. Figuring in nine*
international matches with Scotland, he won on
seven occasions being beaten only once. He
captained the English team in 1909 and won the
Midland Professional Championship on eight
occasions. In 1913 he won the professional
foursomes tournament with his partner Harry
Vardon in Deal. After 25 years Notts Club presented
him with an illuminated address and a cheque for
£200 and elected him an honorary member of the
club."
* A misquote. It was eight international matches, he
had to pull out of one because of illness.

"After fifty years he was given an illuminated
address and a cheque for £610. He gave a silver
cup, won at the Midland Professional Championship
in 1904 to the Ladies section. He was a Mason and
Past Master of Thoresby Lodge and in 1948 he
became Provincial Grand Warden.
A friend to hundreds of amateurs, a leader among
members of his profession, and a proud possessor
of a record of service to his club that was almost
unique in the history of the Royal and Ancient
game."
He lived at 308 St. Albans Road, Bulwell. He lived a
glorious and happy life in the service of the club.
The article mentions his architectural work and
specifically Wollaton, Penzance and Zurich. His
funeral was held at the Wesleyan chapel, Bulwell.
4.4.1950 'Gloucestershire Echo'
Announced Tom Williamson’s death aged 70.
On his death probate declared he left £25,749 13s 2d
to Fred Williamson on 4th April 1950.

4.4.1950 'Nottingham Journal'
Tom Williamson died in the pay wing of Nottingham
General Hospital. His death certificate stated the
cause as carcinoma of the right lung. He was
cremated at the crematorium at Wilford Hill, his
funeral was at the Wesleyan Church, Main Street.
Bulwell. In attendance were the Sheriff of
Nottingham, the Lord Mayor’s secretary, Provincial
Grand Master, Provincial Grand Secretary, his
widow, son and wife, daughter and husband, his
sister and brother Edmund.
Charlotte sold their house in 1959. It had a threehole putting green in the back garden.

4.3.30
'Nottingham
Evening Post '

5.4.1950 'Nottingham Journal'
Tom Williamson dies in hospital. It mentions that he
was secretary of Bulwell Methodist Church for 30
years until 1948 and trustee for a similar period.

22.4.1950 'Nottingham Evening Post'
"New golf professional at Hollinwell"
E Southcott assistant to Tom Williamson for four
years has been appointed. Twenty nine years old
from South Wales he had been in the RAF.
23.8.1951 'Birmingham Daily Gazette'
EB Williamson, nephew of Tom Williamson and
professional at Kedlestone Park qualified for the
News of the World competition.

Fred Williamson, Tom’s son when he was 12, said
that it was his ambition to caddie for Mr John
Player which he did and saved enough to buy
himself a gold watch. He recalls that caddies
tossed a coin to see who would hold the pin on the
7th hole as the unlucky one would not have time
to take a drink from the spring.

1920 Fred Williamson
1923 Fred Williamson caddied for his father at
Hoylake. The first prize was £100 which Walter
Hagen gave to his caddie.

Tom’s father Edmund Williamson
As already described he was the station master at
Bulwell Station and captain of the Artisans section of
Bulwell Forest Golf Club. When he retired from the
railway he became the professional at Sutton-onSea in 1905 then Matlock in 1906 before fully retiring
to Ropsley, Lincs, where he died in October 1943.
Tom's sisters Fanny and Lilly became Mrs FH
Southwell and Mrs W Terry and their occupation or
that of their husbands is unknown.
Tom’s brother Edmund, also known as Edward,
became Sutton-on-Sea's professional (20.2.1902
'Nottingham Daily Express'), Chilwell 1906, Matlock
1908, and Wollaton in 1929 where he had 8 ground
staff. In 1940 he played with AG Beck of Sherwood
against Tom Williamson and Henry Cotton at
Wollaton. In the Morning Henry Cotton shot 66 – 8
under Bogey, Tom and Beck both shot 71 and
Edmund 74. In the afternoon Tom and Cotton beat
Edmund and Beck on the 14th hole. They raised
£12,750 for the Red Cross and a further £267
through the auction of gifts (24.5.1940 'Nottingham
Journal'). He was still at Wollaton in 1943 but in
1947 was at Thoresby Lodge before Harrogate and
Garforth. Edmund's son Bert, became the assistant
at Wollaton in 1947 and won the Midlands Golf
Championship at Streetly, Sutton Coldfield, in 1949.
Tom's youngest brother, Hugh also worked at
Sutton-on-Sea, in 1902-5 Newark, 1906-10
Longcliffe, then Kingston-upon-Thames and Zurich
Golf Club.

Accolades
Tom was respected and fondly regarded by
members who showed their appreciation in many
ways from giving him a superb writing desk (plaque
on it below), life membership and an engraved book,
amongst other presents and tokens but more
touching are the warm words they expressed. Here
are some snippets in chronological order to give you
an idea of what people from all walks of life thought
of him.

Tom Williamson finished in the top ten of the Open
Championship six times. He was given a gold pocket
watch by Notts. Golf Club to recognise his high finish
of 9th place in the 1899 Open Championship when
he was nineteen. The backside of the watch has the
message for Tom Williamson engraved into the
award stating:
"Tom Williamson Bullwell Presented by The Notts.
Golf Club as a mark of our appreciation of the high
place taken by him in The Open Golf Championship
Sandwich 1899."
28.12.1908 'Sheffield Daily Telegraph'
by Herbert Fowler
In Tom Williamson the club have a professional
who might any year win a championship. If not
quite the equal to the “Quart Major”, he is so near
them a little luck and being bang on the top of his
form might easily see him lead the field. Williamson
is not only a fine player, but he has sound ideas of
where bunkers ought to be, as is far above most
professionals in this respect.

1912 Tom Williamson on the second tee
In 1913 at the inauguration of the Ladies Open
Amateur Championship at Hollinwell, Tom was
presented with an inscribed silver matchbox.
On 9.11.1914 Notts. Golf Club and Notts. Ladies
Golf Club presented Tom with a chair and desk with
a plaque in recognition of his success in various
championships and of their personal esteem and
regard for him.
"In token of their gratitude at his success in various
competitions and particularly in the Open
Championship (7th Hoylake 1913, 4th at Prestwick
1914) and for their personal esteem and regard for
him."

22.3.1919 'Nottingham Journal'
“A Great Future for Golfing”
Special interview with popular pro Tom Williamson
"…international player for England for the past nine
years.
...the happy blend of tact and respect with which he
manages to carry on his duties.
...we have heard so much of the only international
presently settled in the provinces and of the respect
in which his brother professionals held him.
...once you step into his cosy and well stocked
workshop you are swiftly plunged into a delightful
golfing atmosphere which grips you as tightly and
fascinates as does the display of his famous clubs. "

7.3.1921 'Nottingham Guardian'
“A Youthful Version” (Summary)
Tom Williamson’s 25 years with Notts. Club
Despite the fact that he only attained the age of 41
last month, Tom Williamson, the English
International golfer and professional to the Notts.
Golf Club has actually completed 25 years’ service
in the last named capacity – a record which must be
quite unique in the history of the Royal and Ancient
game. Tom enjoyed the distinction of being the first
caddie in the county. He joined the Artisans Club
when he was 15 years old…he was engaged on a
three-month trial on 5 shillings a week and was also
asked to devote at least 8 hours a week to work on
the course.
Tom Williamson attributes much of his success to
the kindly interest taken in his welfare by the older
members of Notts. Golf Club for he was privileged
to accompany them when team matches were being
played, and arrangements were made for him to
play various professionals and to take part in
exhibition matches.

The article goes on to mention his first Open at
Hoylake at the age of 17.
…he takes a deep personal interest in every members
progress.
…his knowledge of the strong and weak points of
well-nigh every member is simply marvellous. In 1921
he was made an honorary member of Notts Golf Club,
and a testimonial raised £200.
Nobody would have thought a this stage that he
would serve the Club for another 29 years.

Tom Williamson (date unknown)

In many golf clubs at the time professionals were
not allowed into the clubhouse and there are many
reports of professional golfers having to remain in
their cars or change in the servant’s quarters.
Walter Hagen at the British Open in Deal in 1920
was refused entrance to the clubhouse. He then
hired a Pierce-Arrow car to change in. On another
occasion Walter Hagen (below) refused to enter the
clubhouse at Troon to receive his prize because
earlier on he had been denied entry.

In comparison Tom Williamson was made an
honorary life member of Notts. Golf Club
(Hollinwell) in 1921, the same time that Walter
Hagen had to change in his car! He was also given
an illuminated address and a cheque for £200
raised from members by the captain Mr Perry. This
gives some indication of the regard as well as
affection with which members held him. Evidence of
both will be provided later.

Article describing how Tom Williamson was
made an honorary life member of Notts. Golf
Club (Hollinwell) in 1921

11.7.1925 'Nottingham Journal'
JH Taylor’s tribute to Tom Williamson

JH Taylor
“Tom plods along, calm, confident and consistent,
content to get his per tours, and leaving the ‘birdies’
to roost where they will. They rarely perch in his
tree. I claim an interest in Tom. I remember that he
caddied for me at Bulwell Forest in 1895 when he
was 15 years of age. Even in my younger days I
was never a ‘slasher’ and I hope the steady pace I
set that day may have impressed his youthful mind."

15.5.1925 'Nottingham Guardian'
Few members of Notts. Golf Club have any idea of
the great help Mr Williamson was to the club in its
early days.
In 1926 on his Silver Wedding he was presented
with a silver cigarette box.
In the 'Grantham Journal' (9.4.1927) it describes
how he had won the Midland Professional
Championship for the ninth time and it went on to
say how his “latest victory is extremely popular”.

At Hollinwell in 1928 Jock Ballantyne, the professional at
Sherwood beat Henry Cotton (left) on the 66th hole. Tom
Williamson was the referee (centre).

Tom also had a reputation for honesty and in the
'Derby Daily Telegraph' (8.4.30) in an article headed
“Tom Williamson’s solid vote for steel-shafted clubs”
it went on to say...what a search of the bags at
Hollinwell revealed…not a single steel-shafted
club…all hickory…95% of drivers had steel shafts…
hickory will hold their own with irons." Tom
Williamson said “Make sure they are handling
something that suits them before purchasing”.
Apart from trying to help readers not jump to buy all
steel shafts perhaps these comments also contain
more than a grain of salesmanship as well!

The headline in the newspaper put a
different slant on his comments.
Perhaps the 'Fake News' of the 1930s?

In the 'Nottingham Journal' (10. 2.1935) it reported
“… his personal merit, no less than his merit as a
golfer, has made him one of the most popular men
in his profession."

1936 Cigarette card with Hollinwell on the other side

1936 Cigarette card of Hollinwell

1936 Hollinwell cubhouse and third green

In the 'Yorkshire Evening News' (11.6.1936) in an
article headed ‘Professional Golf Tournament’ and
‘A Veteran Leads Leeds Golf Field’ it describes how
as he walked from the last green, one of the first to
shake his hand was TG Renouf of Stockport a 59
year old Jersey Islander. “Well done Tom, do you
remember the first tournament in which we were
partners at Redcar in 1897?" “Rather said Tom, I
wore a velvet cap and I was more than a little
scared about playing”.

On his 50th birthday
he received an oak
clock with
Westminster chimes
from his
professional
colleagues in the
locality.

In the 'Nottingham Journal' (7.7.1942)
by Stanley Parker – artist
I found Tom Williamson at home, at half-past nine
on Sunday morning. “I thought you might be playing
golf” I said. “Not on your life,” he replied, “I never
work on a Sunday.” Of course, I hadn’t thought of it
like that, “I’m breaking the rule of a lifetime,” he
went on, “even seeing you.”
“You’d better do me with my cap on,” he said,
“People won’t know me otherwise.” Be that as it
may… That cap is one of the sights of Nottingham,
and everyone is more cheerful for its appearance. It
(or one like it) first hove into sight when its owner
was seven years of age – the first caddy on the
Bulwell Golf Course. “My father was a
stationmaster,” he told me. “As a matter of fact, he
is still 95. I saw him only last Sunday. I wanted to
follow in his footsteps, but my eyesight wasn’t good
enough…"

"For there is something very attractive about Tom
Williamson. I think it is the essential simplicity of a
sportsman. Anyone who loves anything as
wholeheartedly and unaffectedly as Tom
Williamson loves golf must be in himself rather
lovable. And Tom, with his wicked old eyes,
impertinent nose and humorous upper lip is just
that”.
"Don’t overlook my moustache,” he reminded me,
“It’s neither off nor on".
Then too, he has travelled a great deal, and met
all manner of men, not only golfers, and met them
in circumstances in which the visor is down. He
has that type of sophistication which often goes
with extreme simplicity. “Of all the golfers you’ve
ever met,” I asked him, “who stands out in your
mind as the best?” He didn’t have to think long
over that one. “Walter Hagen,” he replied
immediately, “and in this country, Henry Cotton.”

Tom Williamson has won many championships.
An internationalist for eight years in succession,
he won the Midlands Professional Championship
on seven occasions, and in 1909, captained the
English team (“A very great honour,” he says). But
it is not just as a player or coach that Tom has
made his name, but as an “architect”.

7.7.42
'The Nottingham
Journal'
Article by
Stanley Parker
artist

1946
Annual Dinner
to mark 50
years of
service

In the 'Nottingham Evening Post' (4.4.1950)
The article describes him as a friend to hundreds of
amateurs and that he lived a glorious and happy life
in the service of the club. In spite of his may
achievements he remained humble.

30.5.46
'Nottingham Journal'

At his leaving dinner in 1950 at Hollinwell Tom was
presented with a beautifully embossed and gilded
written accolade that described his “genial
personality, his straight unwavering accuracy so
typical of your whole character…many of the
members past and present who remember with
pleasure and profit your wise counsel. Your cheery
smile at the end of a round has comforted the
crestfallen…you are loved and respected…and
ends…offer this token of their very real affection”.

Part of the embossed and gilded written accolade

Tom Williamson's retirement dinner

What was Tom's legacy? The professionals he
nurtured, courses he designed, numbering clubs,
his playing record, and his jewel is Hollinwell, a
club where the principal interest is in playing golf.

In 1993 the steward’s accommodation was
converted into a private meeting or dining room
which later became 'Tom’s Room' which
contains some of his memorabilia.
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Appendix
Arthur Hamilton Baynes
AH Baynes was son of Joseph A Baynes of
Blackheath and was born in Lewisham, Kent, on
23rd March 1854. In 1875 he went to St.Andrews to
study and then he entered Oriel College, Oxford
being ordained in 1881 and receiving an MA the
next year. He was the first secretary of the Oxford
University Golf Club and helped manage its first
match versus Cambridge University ('Times'
6.2.1932. p13). He was vicar of St. James,
Nottingham and chaplain to the General Hospital
1884-8, and became a founder member and the first
captain of Notts. Golf Club in 1887. In the 1880s he
lived at 4, Upper College Street on a stipend of
£300, a gift of the Lord Chancellor. He became the
Domestic Chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury
in 1888 until 1892, and then he became sixpreacher in 1893, and chaplain of Christ Church,
Greenwich before moving to South Africa. In the
time of the Boer War (1899-1902) he was posted to
the Diocese of Natal Missions, Natal and was
appointed Bishop of Natal, Ladysmith and
Umbuluwana being based in, coincidentally,
Nottingham Road General Hospital, Mooi River. The
church in Natal had internal division and he
managed to heal dissension there. He took an
active part during the relief of Ladysmith and was at
the front at the battle of Spion Kop. It was reported
that he camped with the troops in the open rather
than sleep in the commanding officer's tent.

He kept a diary, and these were published in his
book “My Diocese during the War” in 1900. In it he
laid out his thoughts that are now source material for
theology and history students. He accompanied
these by sketches and paintings and revealed that
he was a good artist.

He was awarded the Queens Medal, 1 clasp for
the Relief of Ladysmith.

A sketch of The Nottingham Road by AH Baynes
(The area was one of the oldest farming
associations in Soth Africa 1887)
By 1900 he had been awarded a doctorate from
Oriel College, Oxford (an honorary degree given to
people who have given their lives to theology or the
betterment of community and they must hold a
Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in theology). On 1st
February 1901 he was appointed vicar of St. Mary’s
Nottingham. He lived in the vicarage which included
21.5 acres of the glebe. He also became assistant
Bishop in the Diocese of Southwell from 1901 and
then Canon in 1905 before becoming honourable
Chaplain to the High Sheriff of Somerset in 1905
and then chaplain to the South Nottinghamshire
Hussars. In 1904 he was also appointed Chaplain to
the Imperial Yeomanry (Sherwood Rangers).

In the first World War he was again an army
chaplain and became provost to Birmingham
Cathedral until he retired in 1937.
Some extracts from his book:
“As to the ethics of the question, which after all is
the matter that supremely concerns us, my own
tendency has always been to distrust anything like
Jingoism.”
“God give us all grace to keep our heads, to sternly
repress the unworthy feelings of race hatred, of vain
longing for revenge or retaliation, and so overrule
even the evils of war for our good that it may in the
end lead to a truer brotherhood and a firm and
righteous rule, and to the extension of His Kingdom
among both white and black South Africans.”
“Our losses were very severe, over 2,100 in all,
many I fear uselessly sacrificed. There is, for
instance, something wrong in the thought that God
has now intervened, has now begun to deal with us,
or that we are called on to humble ourselves as we
should not have been if we had been uniformly
successful, or that our reverses are a sign of God's
anger.”
“How often we have failed to bear patiently and
devotedly the "white man's burden," how lightly our
vast responsibility to the more backward races has
sat upon us, how we have lagged behind in the
steep ascent of Duty.”

6.6.1913
Bishop Baynes

When he returned from South Africa he asked to
rejoin Notts. Golf Club and was told that as he had
not retained walking membership he would need to
pay the full joining fee. This he did, and not long
afterwards he was made an honorary member.

John Doleman
He was born in 1826 at the old clubhouse of the
Royal Musselburgh Golf Club where his father was
keeper of the green. They were a golfing family
and he had three brothers and three sisters,
Alexander H (1836-1914), William - born in the
race stand, an accomplished golfer (1838-1918)
and Frank (1848-1929). According to Philip
Knowles in his 'History of the Bruntsfield Allied
Golf Club 1856-1996' John played on the
Bruntsfield links at fourteen and was a good
player. In 1851 he played a 'grand match'
partnering Willie Dunn in Blackheath and a
census shows he was a tailor in Chelsea in
1851 and 1861.

J Hall in 'Golf Illustrated' in 1899, confirms that
after Musselburgh he played at Bruntsfield Links
but then went to Paris and paid his first visit to
Nottingham in 1865. It is uncertain how long he
stayed in Nottingham before he returned to
Scotland. In 1871 the census shows he lived in
Aberdeen and he was one of the founder
members of Bon-Accord Golf Club, Aberdeen
and in 1872 and then he went back to Edinburgh.
He returned to Nottingham in 1885 and practiced
using a cleek in the Meadows. He was one of the
first members of Notts. Golf Club and became
captain in 1891.
He left Nottingham in 1906 and was made an
honorary member of Notts. Golf Club and returned
to Levenhall, Musselburgh, where he died on 15th
June 1916.

John Harris
He was born and educated in St. Andrews and
helped his father who was a timber merchant supply
Fogans with wood for the club faces using apple
wood, thorn, utilised beech - the hickory shafts were
imported.
He was articled to an architect who had designed
the club house at St. Andrews, then known as the
Union Parlour. He set up practice in Nottingham.
He, along with the Rev. Hamilton Baynes were the
first to convene a meeting to form Notts. Golf Club.
He was the secretary and treasurer for the first
three years and arranged play on a vacant piece of
ground in the Meadows where the Great Central
Railway Company's goods depot was subsequently
erected (October 1913 Midland Golfer). There were
only six holes and they then got approval from the
Parks Committee to play on Bulwell Forest. In the
application he sent an old wooden putter for them to
inspect to prove how harmless the game was.

James Hay Hutchison
Born in 1833, he was employed by the McEwans
who were renown club makers and the first to use
'cleek marks'. James McEwan first came to
Bruntsfield Links in 1770 and he was the first club
maker for whom there are any known extant golf
clubs. He married Alison Bisset in 1878 and in 1881
he was appointed club maker to the Honorary
Company of Edinburgh Golfers and he was
awarded several patents. JH Hutchison's sister,
Ann married Peter McEwan who was the most
senior of the Musselburgh clubmaking firm of the
same name. JH Hutchison played in the Open
Championship in 1866 at Prestwick and finished
twelfth. In 1889 he moved to North Berwick, then
called 'the Biarritz of the North'.

JH Hutchison far left in the 1867 Leith Tournament

Sir Walter Hamilton Dalrymple constructed a club
makers workshop next to the first tee which was
extended in 1896. Hutchison probably moved as
there were many club makers on Links Road which
had four clubs along it. Hutchison invested in
property and ended up owning eight houses in
Melbourne Place, two in Quality Street, as well as
four other houses. He trained over thirty apprentices
including Tom Williamson, Arnaud Massy (Biarritz
GC), Open Champion 1907, Edward and Herbert
Fitzjohn (Mohawk GC), Robert Johnstone (Seattle
GC) and Alex McLaren, recognised today as a
pioneer of golf in Australia.
When he died in 1912 it was the brother of his wife,
Andrew Bisset who took over his workshop. His
son, James Lyndon Hutchison, who had trained in
his workshop did not take over as he had already
emigrated to work at Philadelphia Country Club in
1900 before moving on to a varied and successful
career in Australia.

1894 Seated (Left to Right) Willie Parker, James H
Hutchison clubmaker and George Thomson caddie master

Forest Recreation Ground
The name "Forest" comes from medieval times and
although the Forest Recreation ground was part of
the southernmost part of Sherwood Forest, it was
largely open ground and known as "The Lings" and
was covered by gorse and scrub that extended to
the parish of Basford. There are many
misconceptions about the amount of ancient
woodland that existed in the United Kingdom in the
last two thousand years and particularly in relation
to Nottinghamshire because of the renown of
Sherwood Forest. Before 1919 the term ‘forest’ did
not equate to densely packed trees. The term forest
was purloined after the Forestry Commission
started planting swathes of Scots pine commercially
for wood to harvest, which are incidentally poor for
plant and animal diversity. Before then the term
forest meant open spaces where hunting and
grazing took place as well as areas of woodland.
The combination of deer, cattle, sheep, and rabbits
preserved heathland so that only fine grasses and
heather could survive as new growth from anything
else was eaten. In the Domesday Book in 1085 only
twelve percent of the area known as Sherwood
Forest was wooded and this remained the case in
the 1600s.

The main loss of ancient woodland occurred in the
twentieth century. The site of the Nottingham Forest
was one of the original areas to be protected in
perpetuity by the 1845 Nottingham Inclosure Act
and approximately 80 acres was set aside for public
recreational use. Joseph Paxton, a leading
gardener and architect of the nineteenth century,
was responsible for the criss-cross formation of
walkways. For over 300 years the 'Forest' has been
home to sport, including horse racing, cricket and
football. Nottingham Forest football club first played
their games on the Forest after their formation in
1865, hence the club's name.

Playing Peers
These players appear repeatedly in the text and
were the better players of the day

James Braid
Born 6.2.1870 in Earlsferry, Fife,
he was ten years older than Tom.
He won the Open five times
(1901, 1905, 1906, 19078, 1910)
and was a member of the Great
Triumvirate along with Harry
Vardon and JH Taylor. He played
in the Open from 1894 to 1938
and won the British PGA
Championship four times (1903,
1905, 1907, 1911) as well as the
French Open in 1911. Defending
the Open in 1906 he held a
record that was only repeated in
2008 by Padraig Harrington. In
1912 he became the professional
at Walton Heath and a course
architect.
Walton Heath has a standing exhibition in his
honour. He favoured the ‘dogleg’. He designed the
King’s and Queen’s courses at Gleneagles and
remodelled Carnoustie. He designed or refurbished
over two hundred courses including Boat of Garten,
Brora, Porthmadog, Saint Enodoc and Walmer.

George Duncan

Born in 1883 he was close in age to Tom Williamson.
He came from Methlick in Aberdeenshire, Scotland,
and won the open Championship in 1920 at Royal
Cinque Ports. In 1922 he came 6th in the US Open
and in the same year he just lost to Walter Hagen by
one shot in the Open and was one of the few golfers
to shoot a sub 70 round (69) in the Open. He was a
good teacher and became known as ‘the pro’s pro’.
He was renown for never taking a practice swing; he
regarded it as akin to practicing on the course. He
played in the Ryder Cup in 1927, 1929 (he was also
playing captain that year) and 1931. He represented
Scotland in matches against England on twelve
occasions.

Walter Hagen

He started as a caddie and was also a good
baseball player. He withdrew from playing for the
Philadelphia Phillies to win the US Open the
following week. He was dashing and assertive,
playing with skill and flare. He won eleven
professional majors making him third behind Jack
Nicklaus (18) and Tiger Woods (16). He won the US
Open twice and in 1922 was the first US born golfer
to win the British Open and he went on to win it
three more times. He had 5 US PGA Championship
wins and captained the Ryder Cup on its first six
occasions. He never won the Masters as it was only
established in 1934 after his prime. He was known
as the king of matchplay and helped promote
professional golf.

Arthur Havers

Born in 1898 in Norwich, Norfolk, he was nineteen
years younger than Tom. He won the Open
Championship in 1923 just beating Walter Hagen.
He played in the Open between 1914 and 1949
being in the top ten on six occasions. He was in the
Ryder Cup team in 1927, 1931 and 1933. He was
the professional at Moor Park before moving into
West Lancashire, Coombe Hill, Sandy Lodge and
Frinton.

Alexander 'Sandy' Herd

Born in St. Andrews in 1868 to a golfing family. He
won the Open Championship in 1902 and was the
first to do so using the Haskell ball. He played in the
Open between 1885 and 1933. He was the
professional at Huddersfield from 1892 to 1911. In
1920 he was the oldest runner up at 52, a record
that remained until Tom Watson, aged 59, did so at
Turnberry in 2009. He helped Alister MacKenzie
with some playing aspects that affected golf course
architecture.

Abe Mitchell

Born at East Grinstead in 1887 he had a good
amateur career playing for England in 1910 and two
Open Championships before turning professional in
1912, he was attached to Sonning Golf Club,
Berkshire. He had eight top ten finishes in
seventeen appearances at the Open. He was to be
player-captain in the Ryder cup in 1927 but
appendicitis prevented him from going but he then
took part in it in 1929, 1931 and 1933. The figure on
top of the Ryder Cup is modelled on Mitchell. For
many years after the death of Lord Northcliffe, Abe
gave Samuel Ryder golf instruction at £500 a year
and £250 for tour expenses.

Ted Ray

Born on Jersey in the Channel Islands in 1877 he
was just older than Tom. He started as a clubmaker
and turned professional at 17 near St. Malo. He
replaced Harry Vardon as a professional at Ganton
in 1903 before moving to Oxhey near Watford in
1912. He won the Open Championship in 1912 at
Muirfield leading in every round and the US Open in
1920. He captained the inaugural Ryder Cup team in
1927. He played in the Open between 1899 and
1937. He was a large and powerful man who played
with daring and he became known for his recovery
shots. He had a friendly manner and was an
optimist. Before the First World War the 'EnglandScotland' International was the most important
professional team competition and he played in
every match from 1903 until 1913 when war stopped
the event (it did not resume until 1932).

JH Taylor

Born in Devon in 1871 he was orphaned when
young and started working as a caddie and labourer
at the Royal North Devon Golf Club as well as
carrying the bag of Horace Hutchinson. He turned
professional at 19 and worked at Burnham & Berrow
Golf Club, then Winchester (later Royal), Royal
Wimbledon and Royal Mid-Surrey. He won the Open
five times (1894, 1895, 1900, 1909,1913) and came
second in the US Open in 1900. He played in the
Open between 1893 and 1929. In 1908 he won the
French Open and in 1912 the German Open. In
1920 he won the Amateurs and Professionals
Foursomes Tournament with James Braid. He was
the first chairman of the British PGA. He captained
the 1933 Ryder Cup team that beat United States.
He designed several courses including Hindhead
and Frilford Heath’s Red Course. Along with James
Braid, he is attributed as introducing the ‘dogleg’
although examples existed beforehand.

Ernest Whitcombe

Born in 1890 at Berrow, Burnham-on-sea. He came
second in the Open Championship in 1924 and played
in it between 1911 and 1939 being in the top ten on
three occasions. He was the eldest of three brothers
who were all successful professional golfers. He won
the Irish and Dutch Open in 1928, the French Open in
1930 and the Irish again in 1935. He was in the Royal
Field Artillery in the First World war and saw action in
Ypres amongst other areas of combat and it is said
that shrapnel in his left eye may have affected his
putting.

Harry Vardon

Born on Jersey in the Channel Islands in 1870 he
won the US Open in 1900 and the Open
Championship six times (1896, 1898, 1899, 1903,
1911, 1914). He was the first to win six Open
Championships, a record that still stands. He started
caddying with his brother Tom but their father
discouraged them. Tom moved to England in order
to pursue a career in golf and Harry followed him at
20 to become keeper of the green at Studley Royal
Golf Club in Ripon before moving to Bury and then
Ganton in 1896 and in 1903 on to South Herts Golf
Club. He was the first professional to play in
knickerbockers discarding the normal dress of a shirt
and tie with a buttoned jacket. He had a demanding
practice program, unusual in its day. He was the first
international golf celebrity and toured the United
States in 1900, in 1913 with Ted Ray and in 1920
played many exhibition matches. He popularised the
overlapping grip which bears his name, although it
had already been used by Johnny Laidlay a few
years before. He designed several courses including
Woodhall Spa. He developed tuberculosis and after
that he focused on coaching and writing books.

